
Northern Kentucky University Report to the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education Vol. 3, Issue 4

?DID YOU KNOW
The NKU Mayerson Student Philanthropy Project recently reached a milestone, topping the half-million dollar

mark for grants awarded during the programs 10.5 years. The project turns NKU classes from various disciplines into
boards of philanthropy that evaluate local nonprofit need and award real money to worthy agencies.

The NKU Wellness Center and the NKU
Scripps Howard Center for Civic Engagement
have partnered to engage public dialogue and
feedback on a number of influencing factors
and proposed strategies to address the grow-
ing obesity problem in Northern Kentucky.
The initiative, titled “Healthy Monday: Let’s
Talk,” invites members of the NKU commu-
nity to engage in weekly discussions on a va-
riety of issues related to obesity.

Specifically, through utilization of both
Facebook and NKU’s existing Democracy
Square (a large whiteboard located on cam-
pus soliciting public feedback on various is-
sues), the campus community will be encour-
aged every Monday to share ideas and opin-
ions on obesity-related issues that have re-
ceived recent attention in the national press.

NKU Partnership to Engage Public in Dialogue on
Growing Obesity Problem in Northern Kentucky

The goal for Healthy Monday: Let’s
Talk is to develop a vast and local reposi-
tory of grassroot suggestions and opin-
ions that can be utilized to support the
efforts of those actively involved in work-
ing toward finding and implementing so-
lutions to curb the obesity epidemic
throughout the region, along with raising
the community’s overall awareness to the
issue of obesity itself.

Over the past four years, the NKU
Wellness Center has been a strong advo-
cate of the Healthy Monday campaign and
is currently promoting a number of ini-
tiatives on campus, including both Meat-
less Monday and The Monday Mile.
These NKU initiatives were recently
highlighted on National Public Radio.

Recently, with the formation of the
NKY Healthy Monday coalition, a num-
ber of Healthy Monday programs have
been launched throughout the community
involving schools, neighborhood associa-
tions, restaurants and worksites. Commu-
nity partners such as the NKHD and the
City of Covington have been involved in
these efforts.

Healthy Monday: Let’s Talk will also
include a classroom component designed
to engage students in a setting in which
they can exchange their ideas and discuss
how their field of study can directly and
indirectly affect the issue of obesity. For
example, a construction management
class might discuss how a lack of side-
walks affects obesity.

NKU recently announced the
establishment an Institute for Tal-
ent Development and Gifted Stud-
ies that will seek to maximize
learning opportunities for gifted
and talented students in the region
and beyond.

To achieve this mission, the in-
stitute will offer a quality gifted and
talented education program that fo-
cuses on talent identification, tal-
ent development, research and ad-
vocacy. The institute will increase
local preparedness for
postsecondary education, increase

the number of Kentuckians
with certificates and degrees,
prepare graduates for life and
work in Kentucky and benefit
the Kentucky economy.

One of the institute’s most
popular activities is the
ExploreMore! enrichment pro-
gram, which offers opportuni-
ties for gifted K-8 students a
broad range of enrichment
courses. Students have an op-
portunity to select interactive,
hands-on courses that match
their interests and abilities.

In addition to providing
services for youth, the institute
offers a master’s degree in
gifted education, professional
development workshops to
area teachers and educational
resources to local educators.

The institute will also
serve as an advocate, hosting
a  Parent Lecture Series which
will help parents of gifted chil-
dren as they navigate through
the experiences of raising a
gifted and talented youth.

NKU Institute for Talent Development and Gifted
Studies Will Help Local Students, Teachers and Parents

NKU men’s soccer
wraps up historic season

The NKU men’s soccer team had
a historic season in 2010.

The year started with the grand
opening of a new campus soccer sta-
dium.

Throughout the season, NKU
was led by senior forward Steven
Beattie, who posted a school record
26 goals in leading the Norse to a 20-
2-3 record and a Division II national
championship.

Along the way, head coach John
Basalyga was named national coach
of the year and Beattie was named
national player of the year.

Beattie was then selected by
Toronto FC in January’s MLS draft.


