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Particulate

the UC campus. They also
are a revenue stream, to the
tune of more than $10 mil-
lion a year.

Desperate for more tu-
ition dollars, every big uni-
versity covets not just the
diversity those students
bring, but also the tuition
revenue.

But UC was the only uni-
versity from Greater Cin-

American students don’t
have his problems, Zagros
Mustafa said. “They just
have to study.”

Mustafa, 29, came from
Iraq’s Kurdistan region and
started last week as a full-
time student at the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati, working
toward a master’s degree in
political science. He’s
among the first Iraqis at UC
on a student visa, a product
of UC’s participation in an
Iraqi college fair.

“Everything is differ-
ent,” he said. “The banking
system is different, trans-
portation is different. Here,
they use technology in ev-
erything. We missed that in
our country. Some profes-
sors still don’t have email.”

International students
such as Mustafa, whose
family name in Iraq is Re-
baz, do more than broaden
the educational diversity of

UC steps up
international
recruiting
initiatives

Zagros Mustafa is from Iraq’s Kurdistan region. He started last
week as a full-time student at UC, working toward a master’s
degree in political science. The university began recruiting in
Iraq over the last two years. THE ENQUIRER/JOSEPH FUQUA II

See STUDENTS, Page A4

Iraqis join campus
for the first time
By Cliff Peale
cpeale@enquirer.com

STUDENTS FROM
MANY LANDS
Here are the top 10 home
countries for international
students at UC in fall 2012.
» China: 962
» India: 604
» South Korea: 191
» Canada: 72
» Taiwan: 61
» Saudi Arabia: 46
» Sri Lanka: 45
» Japan: 43
» Turkey: 34
» Iran: 32

Source: UC international
admissions
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Southwest Ohio probably won’t meet a new,
tougher standard for soot pollution – fine parti-
cles that can penetrate deep inside people’s lungs
when they breathe.

Northern Kentucky already meets the stan-
dard, but itmay get lumped inwith the rest of the
region.

The tougher standard, which went into effect
last month, is particularly good news for people
with asthma or other pulmonary problems. It
could spell trouble for some businesses, though,
which might face tougher requirements when
they apply for permits to build or expand in the
future.

The federal Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’snewstandardforsootorparticulatepollution
– 12 micrograms per cubic meter – is 20 percent
lower than the previous level of 15 micrograms

per cubicmeter. The lone sootmonitoring device
in Northern Kentucky, which is located near
Northern Kentucky University in Highland
Heights, indicatedfineparticlepollution levelsof
11.15 for 2011.

Northern Kentucky could still be designated
asnotmeeting thestandard, or labeledasbeing in
“non-attainment,” because of the higher levels in
Southwest Ohio. “When the EPA looks at making
non-attainment area boundary decisions, it typi-
cally looks at something called a metropolitan
statistical area, which would include Northern
Kentucky,” said John Gowins, supervisor of the
evaluation section at the Kentucky Division for
Air Quality.

When a region is initially designated as not
meetinganair pollution standard, there canbean
economic impact because stricter permitting
regulations are often put in place for new or ex-

See AIR QUALITY, Page A4

NKYmay be lumped with rest of region
if Ohio counties fail lower EPA soot limit
ByMark Hansel
mhansel@nky.com

WASHINGTON — In the
summerof2011,whenadebt
crisis like the current one
loomed, President Barack
ObamawarnedRepublicans
that older Americans might
not get their Social Security
checks unless there were a
deal to raise thenation’sbor-
rowing limit.

After weeks of brink-
manship, Republicans con-
sented andObamaagreed to
a deficit-reduction plan the

Republicans wanted. Crisis
averted, for a time.

Now that there’s a fresh
showdown, thepossibility of
Social Security cuts – and
more – is back on the table.

The government could
run out of cash to pay all its
bills in full as early as Feb.
15, according to one author-
itative estimate, and con-
gressional Republicans
want significant spending
cuts in exchange for raising
the borrowing limit. Obama,
forced to negotiate an in-
crease in 2011, has pledged
not to negotiate again.

Without an agreement,
every option facing his ad-
ministration would be un-

At debt limit, what
bills will get paid?
Number of options
loom, many painful,
some law-breaking
By Jim Kuhnhenn
Associated Press

See DEBT CEILING, Page A4

“Les Miserables,” “Argo” take top
movie awards. Cable shuts out broad-
cast networks in TV categories. A8

GOLDEN GLOBESWINNERS
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cinnati or Northern Kentucky
toattend thecollege fair in Iraq.

The Iraqi program is the lat-
est expansion of international
student recruiting atUC, the re-
gion’s biggest university with
about 42,000 students overall.

Led by 962 students from
China, the number of interna-
tional students has swelled.

The total number of interna-
tional students has jumped 41
percent since 2008 to 2,646 in
fall 2012. But most of that
growth has come in undergrad-
uates, who havemore than dou-
bled their numbers to 851, with
more coming every term.

The international students
generally pay full tuition. But
for public universitieswith lim-
ited capacity to build class-
rooms, labs and dorms, they
also can strain the capacity to
take more students.

“We try to be very conscious
of an Ohio student losing a seat
toanIraqi studentoranother in-
ternational student,” said Jon
Weller,UC’sdirectorof interna-
tional admissions.

“The university’s and I think

the State Department’s interest
is unusual.Wehaveaunique op-
portunity to craft the future of
Iraq.”

Getting those students to UC
and other university campuses
around the country has become
a cottage industry, with a net-
work of dozens of global re-
cruiters paid to find qualified
students.

UC’s network includes:
» Four employees in other

countries, two in China and one
each in India and Vietnam.

» About 40 agencies in 45
countries. UC pays them a com-
mission of 9 percent of net tu-
ition once a student enrolls.
That’s paid in installments
through the first year, so UC
doesn’t pay if the student drops
out.

Weller saidUCpaid less than
$100,000 to agents last year.

» Recruiting at college fairs
all over the world.

Those include trips to the
EducationUSA University Fair
inErbil, Iraq, the last twoyears,
where UC was one of 22 U.S.
universities.

» Services provided on cam-
pus once the student arrives at
UC, including an ELS Language
Center.

The practice of paying

recruiting agencies has stirred
controversy because universi-
ties can’t legally pay commis-
sions for American students.

But the practice is allowed
overseas, raising accusations
that colleges are buying stu-
dents simply to collect their tu-
ition dollars.

Weller acknowledged the
controversy but said UC was
trying to build up reputable
agents.

“We know the students use

agents,” he said. “We’d rather
have a list that we can show a
student that says, ‘Here’s five
we work with and we think
they’re good.’ ”

Doubts remain about wheth-
er the agencies produce quali-
fiedstudents.AreportbyWorld
Education Service, which re-
searches international academ-
ic credentials, shows that 62
percent of students who use
agents will require additional
academic support, often help
with English.

UC lists all of the agencies on
its website, andWeller said it is
“probably themost transparent
university in the country when
it comes to agents.”

“We feel a university should
only be doing that if they’re do-
ing it the right way,” he said.

Iraqi university fairs
bring applications to UC

For the last twoyears,UCad-
missions officers have traveled
to Erbil, in Iraq’s Kurdish re-
gion, to a college fair.

The October 2011 event pro-
duced nearly 200 applicants,
and UC conditionally admitted
about 30, includingMustafa.

The Iraqi government pays
for travel, some training inEng-
lish, the degree program and a

living stipend.
“It’s probably thebestway to

build bridges,” said Nazanin
Tork, a former senior admis-
sions officer at UC who attend-
ed both college fairs in Iraq.
“That’s why this is so impor-
tant.”

Weller said he doesn’t think
the program will bring huge
numbers of Iraqis to UC.

Mustafa, who speaks Kurd-
ish, Arabic, Farsi and English,
grewup inapolitical family and
is here with his wife and small
child.

After getting the Iraqi gov-
ernment scholarship, he
emailed some international ad-
missionsofficesandheardback
first from UC.

After taking twoyears to fin-
ish his degree, he will return
home.

He’s finding it difficult inte-
grating with other students and
with Cincinnati in general.

“Maybe I expected some-
thing different,” he said. “It’s a
niceplace to live. I have learned
a lot. But for me, it’s a place to
study.”

He also has spent a lot of his
money on English classes and
other non-tuition costs.

“Theseproblems takea lot of
energy for us,” he said.

Students
Continued from Page A1

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS AT OTHER
LOCAL COLLEGES
Xavier University
» 66 full-time, 60 part-time
undergraduates
» 48 full-time, 16 part-time
graduate students
» 190 total
Northern Kentucky
University
» 512 undergraduates
» 25 graduate students
» 537 total
Miami University – Oxford
» 837 undergraduates
» 262 graduate students
» 1,099 total
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Adult deaths 330 1,000 3,300
Non-fatal heart attacks (people over age 18) 160 480 1,600
Hospital admissions for respiratory problems (all ages) 31 110 380
Hospital admissions for cardiovascular problems (over age 18) 43 140 480
Emergency department visits for asthma (all ages) 67 230 810
Acute bronchitis (ages 8 to 12) 280 870 2,700
Lower respiratory symptoms (ages 7 to 14) 3,500 11,000 34,000
Upper respiratory symptoms (asthmatics ages 9 to 11) 5,100 16,000 49,000
Asthma exacerbation (age 6 to 18) 13,000 40,000 120,000
Lost work days (ages 18 to 65) 22,000 71,000 230,000
Restricted-activity days (ages 18 to 65) 130,000 420,000 1,300,000

What the tougher standard is expected to do
EPA scientists expect there will be an annual drop in deaths and other health effects
nationwide due to soot once the new standards are fully effective in 2020.

Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's regulatory impact analysis for
final revisions to standards for soot particulate matter, issued December 2012

Health effect
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The Enquirer/Randy Mazzola

precedented.
It would require a degree of

financial creativity that could
test the law, perhaps even the
Constitution. It could short-
change Social Security recipi-
ents and other people, including
veterans and the poor, who rely
on government programs.

It could force theTreasury to
contemplate selling govern-
ment assets, a step considered
but rejected in2011. In short, the
Treasury would have to create
itsownformoftriage,creatinga
priority list of its most crucial
obligations.

“It may be that somewhere
down the line someonewill chal-
lenge what the administration
did in that moment, but in the
moment, who’s going to stop
them?”askedDouglasHoltz-Ea-
kin, a former director of the

Congressional Budget Office.
In such a debt crisis, the

president would have to decide
what laws he wants to break.
Does he breach the borrowing
limit without a congressional
OK? Does he ignore spending
commitments required by law?

In a letter to Obama on Fri-
day, Senate Democratic leaders
urged him to take any “lawful
steps that ensure that America
does not break its promises and
trigger a global economic crisis
– without congressional approv-
al, if necessary.”

TheWhiteHousehasresisted
that path. It has rejected recom-
mendations that it invoke a pro-
vision in the14thAmendment to
the Constitution that states that
“thevalidityofthepublicdebtof
the United States… shall not be
questioned.”

“There are only two options
to deal with the debt limit: Con-
gresscanpayitsbillsortheycan
fail to act and put the nation into
default,”WhiteHousepresssec-

retary Jay Carney said. “Con-
gress needs to do its job.”

So what’s left if Congress
does not act in time?

Technically, the government
hit the debt ceiling at the end of
December. Since then,Treasury
SecretaryTimothyGeithnerhas
halted full payments into the re-

tirement and disability fund for
government workers and to the
health benefits fund of Postal
Service retirees.

Past administrations have
taken such steps to buy time
awaiting adebt ceiling increase.
That happened under Presi-
dents Bill Clinton and President

George W. Bush. The govern-
ment restored those funds after
Congressraisedthedebtceiling.

There are other extremepos-
sibilities as well. The federal
government could sell assets,
from its gold stockpile to its stu-
dent loan portfolio. An idea
pushed by some liberals would
take advantage of a legal loop-
hole meant for coin collectors
andhavetheTreasurymintplat-
inum coins that could be depos-
ited at the Federal Reserve and
usedtopaythenation’sbills.But
the Treasury issued a statement
Saturdayputtingtheideatorest.

Once all efforts are exhaust-
ed, then the government would
beinunchartedterritory.Atthat
point, the government would
continue to get tax revenue, but
not enough to keep upwith bills.
According to theBipartisanPol-
icy Center, the federal govern-
ment between Feb. 15 and
March 15 will get $277 billion in
revenue and face $452 billion in
obligations.

Debt ceiling
Continued from Page A1

House Speaker
John Boehner,
of Ohio,
listens at left
as President
Barack Obama
speaks during
a 2011meeting
with
congressional
leadership to
discuss a
looming debt
crisis at that
time.
AP/PABLO
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panding companies. However,
the EPA and local officials an-
ticipate that, because of the an-
ti-pollution plans already in
place, the region that includes
Northern Kentucky and South-
west Ohio should be able to
meet thenewstandardwith few
problems.

The Cincinnati region “only
became in compliance with the
previous standard in October
2011,” said Megan Hummel,
spokeswoman for the South-
west Ohio Air Quality Agency.
As a result, agency officials ex-
pect the entire region won’t
meet the new 12 micrograms
per cubic meter goal. The re-
gion ranked as having the na-
tion’s eighth worst level of soot
pollution in the American Lung
Association’s 2012 State of the
Air report.

The pollution in question is
so small amicroscope is needed
to see it: It’s just 2.5 microme-
ters in diameter and smaller.
“It’s often associated with soot
and ash but it’s really, really
small,” Hummel said.

The matter, which can be ei-
ther solid particles or liquid
droplets, comes from burning
fuel, including at power plants
but also from fireplaces; from
motor vehicles, especially die-

sel engines; and some industrial
processes. Dust – either from
dirt disturbed at construction
sites or by farming or resulting
fromcrushingorgrindingoper-
ations– isanothersourceofpar-
ticulates.

Particulate pollution has
been linked to a wide range of
serious health problems, in-
cluding premature death, heart
attacks, and strokes, as well as
acute bronchitis and aggravat-
ed asthma among children.

“Thesmaller theparticle, the
deeper into the lungs it goes,”
Gowins explained. “In some
cases, it can diffuse and get into
the bloodstream and go beyond
lung problems.

Children are more suscepti-
blebecause theybreathe50per-
centmore air per pound of body
weight than adults, Gowins
said, and their respiratory sys-
tems are still developing.

The annual nationwide
health-cost savings from the
new standard will be between
$4 billion and more than $9 bil-
lion, with estimated implemen-
tation costs of $53 million to
$350 million, EPA officials esti-
mate. Those estimates assume
the following reductions in
health-related events com-
pared to the previous standard:

» About 1,000 fewer adult
deaths.

» About 480 fewer non-fatal
heart attacks among adults.

» About 40,000 fewer aggra-

vated asthma problems for
those under age 18.

» Lost work days among
adults would drop by 71,000.

Of the four counties moni-
tored by the Southwest Ohio air
agency, the air in Clermont
County (with an average of 11.3
micrograms per cubic meter)
and Warren County (at 11.5)
were below the new standard
for the three-year period that
ended in 2011.

Hamilton County’s air mea-

sured 13.8 and Butler County
was 13.0 during that period.

Southwest Ohio has seven
sootmonitors. While federal of-
ficials won’t require additional
devices as part of the stricter
standard, some existing units
will be relocated to be closer to
highways.

Sootandparticulatesare just
oneof thesixpollutantsregulat-
ed under the federal Clean Air
Act, which went into effect in
1970 and was amended in 1990.

The government has developed
health-based criteria as the ba-
sis for setting permissible lev-
els of those pollutants in the air;
the standardsmustbe reviewed
every five years.

Regions that are designated
as failing to meet the new stan-
dard by the 2020 deadline can
request an extension to 2025.
But federal officials expect all
but a few counties in Southern
California are expected to be in
compliance by the earlier date.

Air quality
Continued from Page A1
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