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JenniferO’Connell has taken
all of her business courses on-
line through Jefferson Commu-
nity and Technical College, pur-
suing a degree while juggling a
job and three kids.

University of Louisville sen-
ior Barton Dejarnatt, mean-
while, mixes online courses
with traditional classes, allow-
ing him to earn his engineering
degree more quickly.

Mirroring a national trend,
online courses are exploding in
popularity across Kentucky,
grabbing an expanding share of
students’ college educations,
according to a Council on Post-
secondary Education report.

Roughly one in three stu-
dents now takes at least one on-
linecourseeachyear, thereport
found, and nearly one in 10 take
all their courses online.

Online credit hours in Ken-
tucky jumped from 222,916 in
2005 to 792,081 in 2010, with
communitycollegesaccounting
formuch of that growth. Online
courses now comprise 26 per-
cent of all community and tech-
nical collegecredit hours taken,
up from10 percent in 2005.

But they’re also a growing
presence at four-year universi-
ties. Since 2005 the share of
Kentucky universities’ online
credit hours has nearly tripled,
reaching 17 percent last year.

Private universities have
also seen a rise, with Spalding
Universitygoing fromnoonline
courses to 50 in little more than
a year, and Bellarmine Univer-
sity working to expand its on-
line and distance learning.

“It’s just explosive,” said Al-
len Lind, vice president of tech-
nology and e-learning at the
Council on Postsecondary Edu-
cation, arguing that online

learning is reshaping the col-
lege landscape.

The rising profile of online
coursework is also placing new
demands on college leaders to
train faculty, maintain academ-
ic quality and ensure students
are doing their own work.

But it’s a boon to students
like O’Connell, a 36-year-old
Louisville business administra-
tion studentwhohas takenwrit-
ing, math, marketing, biology
and business law classes online
toward an associate degree.

After cooking dinner for her
three children at her Fisher-
ville-area home O’Connell
spendseveningsonhercomput-
er watching video lectures, tak-
ing online tests, participating in
student chat-room discussions
and reading online texts.

“There was no way I was go-
ing tobeable to attendcollege if
it wasn’t for online,” she said.

“You have to stay organized,
but it’s every bit the same qual-
ity. When I transfer to a four-
year college, I’m going to look
for one with good online offer-
ings.”

Rising national interest
Nationally, thenumber of on-

line college classes has in-
creased for nine straight years.

A 2011 survey by the Babson

Survey Research Group of
more than 2,500 colleges and
universities found that more
than 6 million students were
taking at least one online
course, up 10 percent from the
previousyear. InSeptember, In-
diana University announced it
would invest $8 million in ama-
jor expansion of its online
courses and degrees.

Meanwhile, a new form of
mostly free and no-credit class-
es –knownas “massive openon-
line courses” – recently offered
by top-tier schools such as Har-
vard and MIT have gotten so
much attention that the New
York Times recently dubbed
them the “educational happen-
ing of the moment.”

While thereputationsofsuch
courses are improving, some
still questionwhether theyarea
sufficientsubstituteforface-to-
face, instructor-led learning.
They worry about the trade-off
between personal instruction
and convenience – and the abil-
ity to ensure students are doing
their own work .

Officials said they don’t
know of specific problems.
While some classes require stu-
dents to takeproctoredtestsata
physical location or use a web-
cam for tests others rely solely
on computer sign-in names and

passwords.
“The biggest concern is

cheating and identification. Is
theperson taking thecourse the
person signed up for the
course?” said U of L Associate
Provost Gale Rhodes. “Then
again, in a 400-student lecture
class, you could ask the same
question.”

ShereenBall,who isworking
toward a bachelor’s degree in
workforce development at
U of L, is taking her first online
course and misses “the interac-
tionwithother students, and the
ability tospeakdirectlywiththe
professor instead of having to
email.”

Some professors are still re-
luctant, butmanyof the initially
skeptical have been won over.

“I really didn’t think online
classes could compare to face-
to-face classes,” said JCTC as-
sociate communications pro-
fessor Donna Elkins.

“But I’ve become a believer.
We’re seeing more and more
students mixing online and tra-
ditional classes.”

Kentucky Virtual Campus
Kentucky created its Virtual

Campus around 2000 with a
small number of courses from
colleges and universities. The
statehas sincespent tensofmil-
lions of dollars on technology
and faculty training as classes
anddegreeshaveexpanded into
nursing, education, criminal
justice, engineering and other
areas, Lind said.

While Kentucky community
collegeschargethesameforon-
line classes as for traditional
ones, some institutions such as
UofL, charge apremiumon top
of tuition partly because of the

cost of software and training,
Rhodes said.

In 2009, the Kentucky Com-
munity and Technical College
System added “Learn on De-
mand” classes, which allow stu-
dents to progress at their own
pace, in contrast to traditional
term-oriented online classes.

At U of L, online course sec-
tions now number 581, up from
218 in 2005. Last year about one
in five of U of L’s 21,000 stu-
dents took an online course,
Rhodes said.

The numbers include both
older students and younger
ones “who would just as soon
takeacourse in theirpajamas in
their dorm thango to class,” she
said.

And the numbers are expect-
ed to grow, which some expect
alsowill create awider array of
degrees in rural parts of the
state, where online credit hour
rates are already the highest,
while also cutting the time it
takes traditional students to
graduate.

“I could never imagine it
could replace face-to-face edu-
cation,” Rhodes said.

“But I think what we’ll see is
a move toward more hybrid
learning.”

Adapting to online
U of L engineering profes-

sor Tim Hardin said he’s in his
fifth semester of teaching on-
line engineering classes. Each
semester more students are
asking for online courses, he
said.

He assigns readings and de-
signs PowerPoint slides that he
records his voice over. He gets
homework submitted online.
He leads blog discussions and
records tutorialswhen students
are struggling.He’s even taking
freeonlinecourses toseehowto
teach themwell.

“You can’t just record what
you do in class and put it up for
people to watch. I tried that, it
didn’twork toowell.Youhave to
develop a new set of teaching
skills,” he said.

Students flock to online courses
Kentucky pupils are
part of the national
online learning trend
By Chris Kenning
Courier-Journal

Barton Dejarnatt, who is working on an engineering degree, does
some classwork using his laptop. COURIER JOURNAL /DAVID R. LUTMAN

“There was no way I
was going to be able
to attend college if it
wasn’t for online.”
JENNIFER O’CONNELL
Jefferson Community
and Technical College student

NORTHSIDE —Business own-
ers will tell you there’s nothing
like a well-made, uniquely de-
signed sign. It stands out, at-
tracts customers, makes a
streetmorevisuallyappealing–
even raises the bar for busi-
nesses around it – American
Sign Museum founder Tod
Swormstedt says.

That’s why Swormstedt –
who says his Camp Washington
museum is the only museum in
the country documenting the
historyofAmericansigns– is so
pleasedwith theCoSignProject
wrapping up in Cincinnati’s
Northsideneighborhood. In less
than six months the project
pulled together local profes-
sionals to design, construct and
hang signs for 11 Northside
businesses, including amilitary
surplus store, cellphone store,
literacy center, eateries and
various shops.

As the neighborhood pre-
pares to unveil the signs Friday,
project organizers are already
considering how to continue the
project for other neighbor-
hoods in – and even outside –
Cincinnati, saidEricAvner, sen-
ior program manager and vice
presidentof theHaileU.S.Bank
Foundation, a private family
foundation that donated

$150,000 to the project.
“I was really impressed; we

did not have an amateurish one
in the bunch,” Avner said of the
signs. “We are pleasantly sur-
prised and so impressed with
the talent in this town.”

Each business that received
a sign – valued at about $10,000
each – paid $500 or donated an
equal amount of merchandise
orgift cards toward theproject.

“The hypothesis is if we
brought together this critical
mass of new signage ... that we
could add vitality to the neigh-
borhood,” Avner said. “The hy-
pothesis will be tested inNorth-
side, and we think it will work.”

It began as an idea for three
neighborhoods – Northside and
Over-the-Rhine in Cincinnati
and the city of Covington in
NorthernKentucky–andahunt
for a larger grant,whichwasul-
timately unsuccessful.

So Avner called a meeting a
week laterwithafewfolksfrom
the Northside Business Associ-
ation and told them the Haile
foundationwouldprovide funds
on a smaller scope, for only one
community. Northside was a
good fit because of its reputa-
tion as aneclectic, artist-friend-
ly place willing to try new
things. Its neighborhood or-
ganizations were enthusiastic
about the project.

In the end Avner said it
worked out for the best. “The
first time around three neigh-
borhoodswouldhavebeenover-
whelming,” he said. “Now we

think we have a system that
works.”

It worked like this: CoSign
got the word out. Roughly 200
people – business owners and
artists – attended a three-hour
workshop, led by Swormstedt,
on theproject andwhatmakes a
successful, long-lasting sign.

Nearly 150 designs for 23
businesses were eventually
submitted by 52 designers, Av-
ner said.

CoSign brought the anony-
mous designs to the business
owners,who picked their favor-
ites. Then the artist and busi-
nesses teamed up to work on a
proposal. A jury of sign profes-
sionals determined the top 10,
settling on 11 because of a tie,
and CoSign then added a local
sign fabricator to each team to
build thesign.Ultimately,every
artist was paid $1,000 for a win-
ning design and the fabricators
gotmarketvalue for theirwork.

Artists and business owners
who applied but weren’t picked
got packages of gift certificates
and merchandise from North-
side businesses and a member-
ship to the sign museum.

With the signs now hanging,
wrapped in black plastic until
their unveiling, Avner marvels
at how everything came togeth-
er – even the permit process
went smoothly.

“Here’s another way that we
can improve the city by using
our talent locally,” Avner said.
“That’s what we want to show
off.”

Mike Durbin hangs a new sign at Off The Avenue Studios on Knowlton Street in Northside. Eleven
businesses got new signs – valued at $10,000 each – as part of the CoSign Project. THE ENQUIRER/TONY JONES

Northside sign contest
makes use of local talent
Quirky, creative side
shines in project
By Carrie Blackmore Smith
csmith@enquirer.com

Four years ago, Roman
Catholic priest Roy Bourgeois
of Georgia traveled to Ken-
tucky to take a leading role at
an ordination service for a
Lexington woman.

That put him on a collision
course with the hierarchy of
the church, which informed
him of his excommunication
soon after he defied its teach-
ings on the all-male priest-
hood.

This week Bourgeois said
he plans another trip – this one
to his native Louisiana to
break the news to his elderly
father and other relatives that
hehas just beenexpelled from
the Maryknoll Fathers and
Brothers, the religious order
to which Bourgeois has be-
longed for four decades.

“What I’m going through
now is the rejection of being
kicked out,” said Bourgeois,
73, in a phone interview. “But
it’s just sort of a glimmer of
what women in the Catholic
Church and gays in the Catho-
lic Church experience daily.”

He refused calls by his su-
periors to recant. “To recant
would have been to betray my
conscience,” he said.

Bourgeois defied Roman
Catholic teachings by partici-
pating in theAugust 2008 ordi-
nation service at theUnitarian
Universalist Church of Lex-
ington for Janice Sevre-Dus-
zynska.

The ordination and others
like it around the United
StatesandEuropearepart of a
movement known as Roman
Catholic Womenpriests. The
movement defies what it con-
siders an unjust church lawon
women’s ordination.

But the repercussions fol-
lowed immediately. Lexington
Bishop Ronald Gainer de-
clared the ordination invalid
and the women’s ordination
movement indirectopposition
to church teaching. A Vatican
statement told Bourgeois that
by his actions he had automat-
ically incurred excommuni-
cation.

Hehadremainedamember
of the Maryknolls, a mission-
ary order generally known for
its progressive and activist
stances. But Bourgeois stood
alone in his open defiance of
Catholic teaching on ordina-

tion of women.
A Maryknoll statement is-

sued Monday said the order
and the Vatican had, “with pa-
tience,” sought to reconcile
Bourgeois with the church.

“Instead, Mr. Bourgeois
chose to campaign against the
teachings of the Catholic
Church in secular and non-
Catholicvenues,” it said. “This
was done without the permis-
sion of the local U.S. Catholic
Bishops and while ignoring
the sensitivities of the faithful
across the country. Disobe-
dience and preaching against
the teaching of the Catholic
Churchaboutwomen’s ordina-
tion led to his excommuni-
cation, dismissal and laiciza-
tion (defrocking).”

It said it would help Bour-
geois in his transition.

“Mr. Bourgeois freely
chose his views and actions,
and all the members of the
Maryknoll Society are sad-
dened at the failure of recon-
ciliation,” it said. “With this
parting, theMaryknollSociety
warmly thanksRoyBourgeois
for his service to mission and
all members wish him well in
his personal life.”

Bourgeois is aVietnamWar
veteran and longtime peace
activist who says he has been
driven to work for justice in
reaction to his questioning of
U.S. policy in Vietnam and lat-
er in Latin America.

He worked as a missionary
among the poor in Bolivia and
said he was eventually arrest-
ed and forced to leave for
questioning that country’s
American-backed rulers. He
also protested American in-
volvement in the El Salvador
civil war in the 1980s after the
murders of American church-
women, including two of his
friends.

Bourgeois also served pris-
on time for his protests of the
School of theAmericas at Fort
Benning, Ga., which critics
link to humanrights abusesby
its Latin American alumni.

Maryknoll priest
expelled, defrocked
Roy Bourgeois
participated in
woman’s ordination
By Peter Smith
Courier-Journal

Roy Bourgeois AP


