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T
he battle over the direction of the Cincin-
nati NAACP chapter is intensifying, now
with calls for a national investigation.

On one side isCityCouncilmanChristo-
pher Smitherman, a political independent
and fiscal conservativewho recentlywon

re-election to lead the chapter for a fourth term.
On the other side are three former Cincinnati

NAACP branch presidents, including local civil rights icon Marian Spencer.
Those leaders this week sent a formal letter of complaint to the national NAACP
to request an investigation of the Cincinnati chapter and its relationship to the
anti-tax group Coalition Opposed to Additional Spending and Taxes (COAST).

Christopher Smitherman is in his fourth term as head of Cincinnati’s NAACP chapter. THE ENQUIRER/LIZ DUFOUR
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limit the time spent debating
some bills and nominations, al-
lowing some to be completed in
hours that could otherwise take
a day or more.

The changes passed by wide
margins.

“I’m glad cooler heads have
prevailed here once again, and
those who were clamoring for
the nuclear option, most of
whom have never served a day
of their lives in the minority,
didn’t prevail,” Republican

minority Republicans these
days – can use filibusters, pro-
cedural tactics that can derail
legislation and can be stopped
only by the votes of 60 of the100
senators.

In return, the majority –
Democrats today – would have
to allow two minority amend-
ments on bills, a response toRe-
publicancomplaints thatDemo-
crats often prevent them from
offeringanyamendments at all.
The new procedures also would

WASHINGTON — The Senate
voted Thursday to modestly
curb filibusters, using a biparti-
san consensus rare in today’s
hyper-partisan climate to make
itabitharderbutnot impossible
for outnumbered senators to
sink bills and nominations.

The rules changes would re-
duce yet not eliminate the num-
berof timesopponents –usually

LeaderSen.MitchMcConnellof
Kentucky said in a statement.

The agreement was remark-
able in a period of bitter parti-
san clashes over President Ba-
rack Obama’s budgetary, tax
and social initiatives and GOP
efforts to block them.

Itwill streamline someof the
Senate’s work and avoid what
couldhavebeenprolonged, nas-
ty battling between the two par-
ties if Democrats – frustrated
by the GOP’s growing reliance
on the delays – tried forcing
more decisive changes.

Senate finds a way to uncork the bottleneck
Modest restrictions on filibusters chosen over the ‘nuclear option’
By Alan Fram
Associated Press

THE COMPROMISE
The deal gave each something
it wanted: Quicker action for
Democrats, guaranteed
amendments for Republicans.
And it avoided clamping tight
limits on filibusters that would
alienate veteran lawmakers
wary that their party could
fall into the minority after any
election. Democrats say Re-
publican use of filibusters has
become almost routine. Re-
publicans say they use it be-
cause they are often blocked
from offering amendments.
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TheUniversity ofCincinnati is entering the
world of higher education offered online – for
free.

UC’s first massive open online course, with
the capacity to include tens of thousands of
students not paying any tuition, will start next
fall with “Innovation and Design Thinking”
for business and engineering students.

ThecoursesarecalledMOOCs, anacronym
turned buzzword at universities across the na-
tion. They’re the biggest step yet toward dis-
rupting thewayuniversities
have operated for genera-
tions.

MOOCs are moving col-
leges toward a system
where students would get
their content anywhere, on-
line or on a campus, and
package it into a degree.

“We think it’s away to ex-
tend our reach beyond the
local region and to extend
access to students who may
not have access,” said BJ
Zirger, director of online education at UC’s
Lindner College of Business.

The best known MOOCs include Coursera,
which was founded last year at Stanford Uni-
versity. It now includes professors at 33 uni-
versities – including Ohio State University –
teachingmore than 2.3 million students in 200
courses.

There are two catches. First, few of the
MOOCs are approved for college credit, al-
though Coursera is working on tests to vali-
date the courses. Second, providers have to

UC joining
new wave
of online
instruction
‘MOOCs’ promise to disrupt
age-old university class model,
but how effective are they?
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find a way to pay for the
courses, which aren’t cur-
rently bringing in tuition
dollars.

UC and virtually every
other university have
moved aggressively into
online courses. In the Col-
legeofNursing, forexam-
ple, more than 1,700 stu-
dents are taking online
classes toward a master
of science degree in nurs-
ing. Those courses,
though, don’t radically
change the model as
MOOCs aim to do.

UC currently plans to
offer credit for its initial
MOOC only to those en-
rolling in a UC graduate
program, but it will make
the course available to
anyoneworldwide, Zirger
said. Lecturers, docu-
ments and discussion
boards will be available
online, and students
would take a series of “as-
sessments” that could in-
clude tests or group pro-
jects.

Zirger said there is no
technological limit on
how many students can
enroll and that UC does
not plan to cap the num-
ber of students.

The payback is far
from certain, and it would

come only if the course
produces a stream of new
students for UC graduate
programs. “It’s an experi-
ment,” Zirger said. “We
want to see if it benefits
the university.”

UC currently doesn’t
give credit for courses
taken through Coursera
or any other MOOC. Zirg-
er said there just isn’t
enough testing or other
evidence to prove that
students have learned
what they need to know.

MOOC benefits
now under study

Now UC will join the
roster of other universi-
ties that have moved
more aggressively into
the open online courses.
Ohio State also offers two
pharmacy courses on
Coursera. Other mem-
bers include elite Ivy
Leagueschoolsandpublic
state universities such as
Virginia, Michigan and
Maryland.

Very few of those stu-
dents get academic credit
for the courses, but
Coursera is working with
the American Council on
Education to certify the
courses.

That leaves a looming
question: AreMOOCs any
good? The Center for On-
line Learning, Research
andService at theUniver-
sity of Illinois-Springfield

isworkingwith theAmer-
icanCouncil onEducation
to determine whether
MOOCs can improve col-
lege completion rates,
particularly among low-
income young adults and
older adult learners. The
Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation is supporting
that effort. In November,
it announced 12 grants to-
taling more than $3 mil-
lion to study MOOCs,
which “hold great prom-
ise, but are not without
challenges,” says Dan
Greenstein, who directs
the foundation’s higher
education efforts.

Offficials at Ball State
University in Muncie,
Ind., currently are de-
signing a MOOC, to be of-
fered this spring, on gen-
der roles in comic books.
The university hopes to
draw at least 1,000 stu-
dents.

“No one yet really
knows what are the
strengths and weakness-
es of this type of educa-
tional approach,” said
Richard Edwards, direc-
tor of research at Ball
State’s Integrated Learn-
ing Institute. “But this is
what makes it so excit-
ing.”

Research intern Josh
Wright contributed, as did

Mary Beth Marklein of USA
Today and Michael Boren of

the Indianapolis Star.

MOOC
Continued from Page A1

They urge the organiza-
tion not to schedule a na-
tional convention in the
city and complain about a
$3,000 contribution the
chapter made to COAST,
according toanOhioCam-
paign Financial Report.

“You just don’t do that
withmoneythatmembers
think is going to protect
civil rights,” said Milton
Hinton, 86, a retired Uni-
versity of Cincinnati ad-
ministrator who was
NAACP chapter presi-
dent from1994-2000.

At stake is the strength
and direction of the re-
gion’s major civil-rights
voice for African-Ameri-
cans, which, Smitherman
says, is now stronger and
better funded under his
leadership than in previ-
ous administrations.

His opponents say
Smitherman’s relation-
ship with COAST has
weakened the NAACP as
the black community
faces ongoing challenges
and disparities in educa-
tion attainment, incarcer-
ation rates of black men,
employment, income and
violence.

The anti-tax group’s
objective “severely clash-
es with and compromises
NAACP policies,” write
former presidents Spen-
cer, Hinton and Calvert
Smith, joined by labor
union leader Robert Rich-
ardson Sr., who was de-
feated by Smitherman in
the November NAACP
election. The NAACP’s
decades-old purpose to
fight racial discrimina-
tion and its effects “nec-
essarily requires taxes,”
they write.

Smitherman says the
chapter is in line with its
founding principles and
angrily says many who
oppose him in organized
labor and as an indepen-

dent on Cincinnati City
Council represent an “at-
tempted Democratic Par-
ty and union takeover.”

His re-election to lead
the NAACP by a vote of
652-413 “said, ‘Robert
Richardson, I disagree
with you,’ ” Smitherman
said in an interview earli-
er this month. He could
not be reached Thursday
to comment on the letter.

Calls to the national
NAACP communications
office were directed to
the Rev. Gill Ford, direc-
tor of unit administration,
who oversaw the Nov. 27
Cincinnati chapter elec-
tion. He did not return
calls seeking comment.
The letter from the for-
mer president asks that
the national “convene a
Committee of Inquiry” to
investigate the Cincinnati
chapter.

Christopher Finney,
the COAST co-founder
whowas asked to serve in
the NAACP by Smither-
man,said theorganization
under Smitherman has
served the best interests
of African-Americans by
leading efforts to defeat
taxes to expand the local
jail and prevent a tax for
trash pickup. Further,
Finney said, the NAACP’s
opposition to the city’s
proposed sale of Greater
Cincinnati Water Works
prevented rates from in-
creasing for city resi-
dents.

“There is record mem-
bership and historic ac-
complishment for the
NAACP,” Finney said.
“There has not been a sin-
gle issue thathasoriginat-
ed with COAST.”

Under Smitherman,
the local NAACP opposes
the streetcar planned for
Downtown and Over-the-
Rhine because it does not
address the transporta-
tion problems faced by
many African-Americans
who need to be connected
to job centers and shop-
ping.

Smitherman’s opposi-
tion within the group is
stout despite his relative-
ly easy re-election. That
was evident at the
branch’s general mem-
bership meeting Thurs-
day night.

Smitherman ad-
journed themeeting after
adispute overprocedures
during old business. Rob
Richardson Jr., son of the
candidate who lost to
Smitherman, said the
group’s bylaws stated a
roll-call vote was neces-
sary to resolve a disputed
voice vote. Smitherman
denied theroll call.Verbal
infighting and shouting
among members almost
turned physical in the
back of the church, at
which time Smitherman
ended the meeting.

As a result, new busi-
ness was not addressed.
That was to include two
members’ requested re-
lease of the chapter’s fi-
nancial records and a call
for an external audit. An-
other member had called
forTheresaHarper, Rich-
ardson Sr.’s sister-in-law,
to be returned to her posi-
tionasyouthcouncil chair
on the executive commit-
tee. Her supporters say
Smitherman and his sup-
porters removed her

from the board out of
spite.

One NAACP member,
attorney David Singleton,
said he – like many other
NAACP members he
knows – is going to get
more involved and ensure
that the civil-rights or-
ganization stays focused
on issues true to its core
thatarenotpoliticallymo-
tivated.

“I think it’s good to

broaden the tent,” said
Singleton, executive di-
rector of the Ohio Justice
& Policy Center, a non-
profit law office Down-
town that seeks to reform
Ohio’s criminal justice
system and assist ex-of-
fenders returning to the
community. “We should
be working to end the
school-to-prison pipeline
and stop the mass incar-
ceration of young black

men.”
Earlier this month, the

National Action Network,
a civil rights organization
created by activist the
Rev. Al Sharpton in 1992,
formed aCincinnati chap-
ter. Italready isapproach-
ing 200 members, said
Bobby Hilton, its local
president and pastor of
Word ofDeliveranceMin-
istries, Forest Park.
Sharpton was there Jan. 5
for the creation of the or-
ganization’s 40th chapter.

Hilton, 54, amemberof
the Cincinnati NAACP,
saidhe is awareof the ten-
sion within the organiza-
tion but said – contrary to
some in the black commu-
nity – that the Cincinnati
National Action Network
(NAN) chapter was not
founded as an alternative
to the NAACP.

“NAN is not here to be
in competition,” Hilton
said. “There are issues re-
lated to voting, education
of our children, violence,
health and wellness and
economic development
that are still very pro-
found for African-Ameri-
cans.”

NAACP
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Christopher Smitherman sits with bound volumes of voter registration records as proof
the branch still works to protect the vote under his leadership. THE ENQUIRER/MARK CURNUTTE
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