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The Enquirer will correct all errors of
substance. If you wish to report an error
or request a clarification, have a ques-
tion/comment about articles or pho-
tographs, or would like to leave a news
tip, call 513-768-8651. For newspaper
delivery problems, call 800-876-4500.

CORRECTIONS
& TIPS

For the latest winning numbers, go to
Cincinnati.com. Search: lottery

OHIO (Drawings: March 17)
Pick 3 (early): 0 6 4
Pick 4 (early): 8 3 4 4
Pick 5 (early): 3 5 6 9 4
Pick 3 (late): 6 1 8
Pick 4 (late): 0 4 2 5
Pick 5 (late): 0 2 8 8 7
Rolling Cash 5: 13 18 26 35 37
(Drawings: March 16)
Classic Lotto: 6 17 18 23 31 33
Today’s jackpot is $30.6 million.
Information: 800-589-6446.

KENTUCKY (Drawings: March 16)

Pick 3 (early): 11 0
Pick 4 (early): 3 2 6 4
Pick 3 (late): 0 0 7
Pick 4 (late): 4 0 8 1
Cash Ball: 9 15 19 21, 9
Cash Ball Kicker: 2 5 4 1 3
Information: 502-583-2000 (toll).

INDIANA (Drawings: March 16)
Daily 3 (early): 8 4 7
Daily 4 (early): 1 9 9 7
Daily 3 (late): 9 7 4
Daily 4 (late): 6 6 1 4
Cash 5: 5 9 24 25 31
Hoosier Lotto:Wednesday’s jackpot
is $4.5 million.

Information: 800-95LOTTO; call is 50 cents
a minute.

MEGAMILLIONS
Friday’s jackpot was $12 million.
Tuesday’s jackpot is $13 million.
Information: 800-589-6446.

POWERBALL
(Drawing: March 16)
3 7 21 44 53
Powerball: 16
Saturday’s jackpot was $216 million.
Wednesday’s jackpot is $260 million.
Information: 502-583-2000 (toll).

LOTTERIES

Imagine a college education, cob-
bled together on your laptop at home.

Here, an economics course from
Stanford University, taught online
with 100,000 other students.

There, a math class at your local
state university. Take statistics from
a professor at MIT and basic comput-
ing from a community college hun-
dreds of miles away.

Package them all into a degree.
“What you’re seeing now with

online learning is the potential to
unbundle the degree,” said Burck
Smith, president of StraighterLine,
which offers about 60 courses online
for $99 a month. “The question for
colleges is, is college more than the
sum of its parts?”

That’s the technological revolution
that threatens to disrupt the world of
higher education, where the process
of moving high-school graduates
toward a college degree hasn’t
changed much in a generation.

“What we’re dealing with is the
digital natives who are expecting
this,” said Christine Colella, director
of the nurse practitioner program at
the University of Cincinnati, who
teaches several online courses. “It
doesn’t matter if your butt’s in the
seat or if you’re at your own house.”

A new path to a degree using dif-
ferent online providers would dra-
matically lower the cost for students,
and even for universities.

More fundamentally, however, it
could render the 20th century college
campus, with its football stadiums
and recreation centers and gleaming
classroom buildings, less relevant for
the 21st century college student.

Universities have been expanding
online classes for at least a decade.
Proprietary schools such as the Uni-
versity of Phoenix have collected
huge profits from them.

“I wouldn’t be able to go to college
if it weren’t for online classes,” said
Mariah Cunningham of Rising Sun,
an online student in hospitality ad-

ministration at Beckfield College.
“You’re not going to college to make
friends. You’re going to college for
your future learning.”

But in the last 12 months, the revo-
lution has accelerated, with open
online courses available to as many
as 100,000 students – yes, in one
class.

Those courses already have start-
ed gaining credits from traditional
universities around the world, with
more sure to follow.

That would create millions of new
opportunities for students, tightening
the noose around the necks of tradi-
tional universities that will have to
adapt.

They’re called MOOCs – massive
open online courses – and they are
perhaps the biggest challenge to
traditional universities in 200 years.

Since they started sprouting up
last year, the biggest MOOCs have
earned endorsements from some of
the nation’s most prestigious uni-
versities. The biggest is Coursera,

which was founded at Stanford Uni-
versity and has 2.5 million students
worldwide.

Traditional universities have reac-
ted to MOOCs in the same way –
ramping up their own online courses

and emphasizing the face-to-face
interaction with professors and cam-
pus experience.

None of the universities in Great-
er Cincinnati offer credit for
MOOCs, although Ohio State offers
several Coursera classes and UC has
started its own open online course
for next fall.

The threat from providers such as
Coursera or StraighterLine is no
longer academic. Sometime soon, a
student could walk into the regis-
trar’s office at UC or Northern Ken-
tucky University or the College of
Mount St. Joseph and request credit
for an online course taught by anoth-
er provider.

The American Council on Educa-
tion has recommended five Coursera
classes for credit, which means that
universities will have to decide
whether to allow students to take the
class and claim credit.

Liz Thompson, a regent at North-
ern Kentucky University, said at a
board meeting in November that

University of the future?
The brave new world

of online courses may

disrupt higher education

By Cliff Peale
cpeale@enquirer.com

VISIT A CLASS
Sit in on an online course from
UC’s College of Nursing at
Cincinnati.com

WHAT CAME BEFORE
Also read Sunday’s initial installment of
our look at the potential college bubble.
At Cincinnati.com.

COLLEGE BUBBLE
Join the conversation as the Enquirer
in 2013 explains the confusing and
costly world of higher education.
Today we examine an industry experts
say is ripe for disruption, with conse-
quences for students, parents, workers
and the region’s economy.

A Coursera course
description of a
class taught online
by Ohio State staff.
Coursera was
founded at
Stanford University
and has 2.5 million
students
worldwide. Many
of the courses now
are led by staff
from other
universities with
which Coursera has
partnered. Other
course providers
are increasing in
number, quality
and acceptance.
PROVIDED

THE COLLEGE BUBBLE LAST OF TWO PARTS
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NKU should realize that MOOCs
are an option.

“It seems to me we should
consider using those courses in
our courses of study and using
that to lower the cost of education
for our students,” she said.

Convenient for students:
‘It’s just like being in class’

The popularity of online
courses is simple: Students love
the convenience.

“To me, it’s the real college
experience because of the in-
structors,” said Will Fitzimmons
of West Chester, who’s working
toward an online criminal justice
degree at Beckfield. “I don’t real-
ly feel like it’s lacking in any way.
I love it.”

Cunningham, who works as a
housekeeper at a southeastern
Indiana casino, said she’s using
college just as a traditional stu-
dent would use it, to earn herself
a better life.

“We have the discussion fo-
rums, and I talk to my classmates.
It’s just like being in class.”

Local universities have in-
vested big into online education.
At UC’s College of Nursing, for
example, thousands of students
take online courses developed by
three instructional designers and
two course builders, all devising
new ways to translate classes
online.

In one course taught by Colella,
she posts a video walking through
a clinical setting, while the stu-
dents post video and audio to sim-
ulate the experience themselves,
writing in an online journal as
they go. At some points, they an-
swer questions to ensure they’ve
mastered one concept before
moving on.

“It’s all done in first person so
the student feels like they’re
walking into the room,” said Matt
Rota, director of instructional
design. “We’re going to be focus-
ing on more simulation in our
courses.”

Colella said students who did
the exercise on-site came up with
the same diagnosis as those taking
the course online.

There are barriers to over-
come.

For example, supervising an
exam with 150 online students is a
challenge. UC has hired a vendor,
ProctorU, with the student re-
quired to show their ID card to a
camera and upload the photo to a
website.

Professors give the course
content to Rota and other design-
ers. Techniques include questions
that students can answer both
before and after the video exer-
cise.

And this year, students can
listen to lectures on their iPod,
then join the rest of the class
online later for the video exercise.

That’s called “flipping the
classroom,” the newest trend that
nearly all universities are em-
bracing in some form.

“The beauty of it is, we’re al-
lowing them to get this education
in a place where they want to do
it, which means patients are going
to get care everywhere,” Rota
said. ■

My daughter was still getting over
the thrill of getting accepted to some
of the private colleges on her list
when the scholarship award letters
started arriving.

In recognition of your outstanding
achievements, they said, we have
awarded you our Presidential/
Trustee/Distinguished scholarship.

Here’s $4,500, one school said.
Another offered $10,000. One offered
even more than that, and all offered
the chance to compete for more mon-
ey.

Congratulations on joining our
family, they all wrote. We know you
will flourish here and make us proud.
You might want to go online and re-
serve your dorm space now. For a
small fee.

We’re still six weeks away from
National Decision Day, and, like thou-
sands of other families around the
region, we still aren’t sure where she
will end up for her freshman year of
college in August.

The scholarships sound like a lot,
but they only make a dent in the as-
tronomical sticker prices of $40,000
per year and more.

We’ll still have scrimp to pay the
bills. The state university option,
reasonable by comparison, fell by the

wayside early. Probably because I
said I liked it.

As my wife and I read the private
college award letters, we each took 10
seconds doing the same internal cal-
culation in our heads. Yeah, we said as
we looked up at each other. That could
work.

Regardless of where she goes,
someone targeted my daughter and
was sending her scholarship offers of
thousands of dollars to choose their
college. We hadn’t even done the fi-
nancial aid forms yet, so they had no
idea whether we need the money or
not.

Don’t get me wrong. We’re not
sending it back. Like a ton of parents,
we’ve put away money for a long time
that we could have spent. And like a
ton of students, she’s worked hard
through high school and deserves the
rewards.

That doesn’t make us special. It
makes us normal.

But it makes me wonder about the
system. There are millions of stu-
dents out there who really need the
money. I hope that everyone accepted
at all of these schools is getting the
same kind of offers.

What about the less-fortunate sen-
ior who scored a couple of points
lower on the ACT?What about the
child of a single mother who worked
30 hours a week through high school?
What about the child of a CEO who
could afford to pay for Harvard 10
times?

And the topper: If colleges can
afford all of this financial aid, why
does room and board cost $45,000 a
year?

The fact is that private universi-
ties discount their tuition by these
huge amounts so they’re competitive
in drawing middle-class students. The
sticker price is a price they never
expect to collect.

Those kinds of games, with huge
consequences for families like mine,
are the reason whymany think higher
education is in for a hard fall.

The sticker prices are preposter-
ous. But they’re supported by all of
this aid, both private scholarships like
my daughter is going to need, and
federal Pell grants for low-income
families.

Tuition goes up. Then financial aid
goes up. And campuses keep growing
– all in this spiral that has to end
sometime.

Some experts call it the “tuition
bubble,” a subject we’re exploring at
The Enquirer and Cincinnati.com this
year.

If the tuition bubble pops, maybe
all of these scholarships will evap-
orate. Maybe families will refuse to
pay massive tuition at private col-
leges and will flock to less expensive
public universities.

Maybe taxpayers, who cleaned up
the mess after the housing bubble
popped a couple of years ago, will
have to prop up both students and
universities.

None of it seems to make sense.
But now that we’ve filled out the FAF-
SA and the CSS Profile – that was a
tough day – got our spreadsheet going
and can really compare the offers,
one trend emerges.

The tuition charges vary widely, as
do the scholarship offers. But the gap
between those two numbers, the
amount we’ll be responsible to pay, is
remarkably similar.

It won’t be easy, and our daughter
will be paying some of her own
way with her ownmoney or student
loans.

That makes me think it’s more
science than art.

Maybe, after all, it’s a system that
works in spite of itself.

Let’s hope so.m

The bubble, up close and personal
My family experiences

college funding system

CLIFF
PEALE

@cliffpeale

I write about higher education and the
University of Cincinnati Health system
and all their impacts in our region.
Email me cpeale@enquirer.com.

Even after numerous offers of large scholarships, financial aid is often needed to fill a tuition gap. ENQUIRER FILE

THE COLLEGE BUBBLE
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