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“What is Your Race?”




“The stories we tell
literally make

the world.”
~ Michael Margolis

United States is a

nation made up of
different races.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The story we tell ourselves is that the United States is a nation made up of different races. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Currently the US officially recognizes five racial categories. While these choices appear to be clear cut, beneath the surface is a strange story. Note” The category the US labels Hispanic is considered a race.  Rather it is considered an ethnic group. Hispanics can be of any race. 
Every person who has ever lived in lands we call the United States shares two things in common: the experience of being broken apart into unequally valued racial categories. A label is assigned at birth and shapes our lives in profound ways until we die. Note – since this presentation is about the categories as they are legally named, we will use those labels in our presentation





Each category has an
“official” definition
that reveals ...




What is your race?

(Select one or more)
e h = fO rmu I ds US€ d to [ ] American Indian or Alaskan Native
break people apart into a []Asian |

[ ] Black or African American
h an dfu | Of races. [ ] Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

[ ] White


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can find the formulas for classifying people into races in a document titled “Standards for the classification of federal data on race and ethnicity."  The last time this document was updated was 1997 For the most part, the United States succeeds in getting all but 11 million of  its 332 million people to self-classify as one race.  

Source: Office of Management and Budget. "Revisions to the Standards for the Classification of Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity, Federal Register Notice
October 30, 1997."
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/omb/fedreg_1997standards#:~:text=The%20revised%20standards%20will%20have,%22Not%20Hispanic%20or%20Latino.%22


Each “official”
definition also
references a
trauma that binds
people together
within a category.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To avoid information overload. Today we will consider only three of the official definitions. In another webinar we will cover Asian, Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander and also the ethnic category Hispanic


Our challenge is to...

face the story;
feel the historical weight all categories carry;

take a first step toward healing




“A person having origins in any of the original peoples
of North, Central and South America and who

maintains tribal affiliation or community attachment.”


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The US government defined American Indian-Alaskan Native as “a person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America (including Central America), and who maintains tribal affiliation or community attachment.” 

Source: Office of Management and Budget. "Revisions to the Standards for the Classification of Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity, Federal Register Notice
October 30, 1997."
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/omb/fedreg_1997standards#:~:text=The%20revised%20standards%20will%20have,%22Not%20Hispanic%20or%20Latino.%22



“A person having origins in
any of the Black racial groups
of Africa.”



“A person having origins in any
of the original peoples of
Europe, Middle East, or North
Africa.”



“If you would like
iInformation on how to
deconstruct the
definitions, especially
the links to unique
trauma, contact Dr. oan
Ferrante, Founder canc
Director of the MCRC
Project,
ferrantej@nku.edu




“The stories we tell
literally make

the world.”
~ Michael Margolis

Q: What story do we

tell ourselves now
about who we are?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The story we tell ourselves is that the United States is a nation made up of different races.  The US is a nation that has broken apart its people into unequally valued racial categories. Or The people of the US share something in common: the experience of being divided into unequally valued categories called races. 
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Welcome any questions and thoughts

How 1is it possible to divide so many
people into a handful of categories?

Is there a manual or guidebook for
how to do this?

Where did the labels come from?

Does the “Check all that apply” and
“Other race” options offer relief?




Thank you for your participation!
For more initiative information, please click here.

If you have any questions, please contact Initiative Project
founder Dr. Suk-hee Kim at kims16@nku.edu

NORTHERN
KENTUCKY

IINIVERSITY



https://inside.nku.edu/elearning-diversity.html
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