THE ‘LEARNING BY GIVING’ PEDAGOGY IS PROVING DURABLE… AND ADAPTABLE

A WIN-WIN FOR CAMPUS AND
COMMUNITY
Dear friends of student philanthropy,

B

ack in the 2000-2001 academic year when the Mayerson Student Philanthropy Project
got started, the model was straightforward: A class received a sum of money. The class
examined community needs and learned about nonprofits meeting those needs. As
the semester drew to a close, the class selected one or more nonprofits to receive funding
and then awarded grants accordingly.

It has proven to be a durable model, and most of our classes still use it. But Northern
Kentucky University’s faculty is nothing if not creative – and just as they guided the
concepts that launched student philanthropy as a classroom component 13 years ago, NKU’s professors have continued to
guide this powerful pedagogy’s transformation.
Today, there are a variety of models: online, strings attached, targeted, 1:1 match, dual credit, international
and, in the coming year, the talent/treasure model. We’ll tell you more about these models in this year’s report. Read on!
We’ll also let our students tell you how student philanthropy has impacted their learning and their commitment to
community, two of our targeted outcomes for these classes. We believe, and the data shows, that student philanthropy classes:
• Engage students more deeply in the course, and as a result enhance the learning outcomes.
• Connect students more directly to community needs, and as result enhance stewardship both immediately
and after graduation.
Those results are what have driven NKU and our community partners to sustain these classes for 13 years and, as we enter
our 14th year, to keep alive the original creative spirit that got us started.
Sincerely,

Mark Neikirk, executive director
Scripps Howard Center for Civic Engagement

The Mayerson Student Philanthropy Project is housed within Northern Kentucky University’s Scripps Howard Center for Civic
Engagement. The center is committed to connecting the NKU campus to the community in order to combine civic and academic benefits.
Here is the team assigned to the student philanthropy classes:
Mark Neikirk
Executive director
Scripps Howard Center for Civic Engagement
neikirkm1@nku.edu

Dr. Whitney McIntyre Miller
Faculty coordinator, 2013-14
Mayerson Student Philanthropy Project
mcintyremw1@nku.edu

Taylor Vick
Student intern, 2013-14
Scripps Howard Center for Civic Engagement
vickt1@mymail.nku.edu

Dr. Danielle McDonald
Faculty coordinator, 2012-13
Mayerson Student Philanthropy Project
mcdonaldd1@nku.edu

Heather Schaffner
Administrative assistant
Scripps Howard Center for Civic Engagement
schaffnerh1@nku.edu

CONTACT US
Northern Kentucky University, FH 536 Highland
Heights, KY 41099
engage@nku | 859-572-1448

Our team would like to extend a special thank you and best wishes to 2013 NKU graduate Stacey Barnes, who was the 2012-13 student intern
for MSSP. Great job, Stacey! Good luck in your career!
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“The philanthropy project has resulted in some of the best

writing I have received from students, who respond with solidly logical, passionately
emotional, and ethically sensitive appeals to their audience. The student writers
are aware that what they write about and how effectively they write about will have
a tangible effect beyond their grades. As my students determine which agencies to
invest in, they become invested in their own learning.”
–

This publication was prepared by
Northern Kentucky University. NKU is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution. 32804

English Professor Jonathan Cullick, who has incorporated the Mayerson Student
Philanthropy Project into his freshman English course six times, beginning in 2003.
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a word from president mearns

2012-2013 at a glance
fall classes and awards
new models
faculty & students reflect
assessment
project hope
the book connection
sharing the story
a campus salute
nonprofit recipients
our funders /our friends
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That’s a particular strength of our Mayerson Student
Philanthropy Project. With the vital help of our community
partners, NKU has sustained this project for 25 semesters.
We have conducted 151 classes since the Fall of 2000 in 35
different disciplines. More than 290 nonprofits have been
the beneficiary of grants from our classes.

“Adding student
philanthropy to a course

improves the odds that what is
being taught will be learned
and retained. It also teaches
stewardship – the idea that
our community's needs are
our responsibility.”
– NKU President Geoffrey Mearns

GEOFFREY MEARNS

A WORD FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Mayerson classes exemplify
NKU’s commitment
to engaged learning

A

university is, by its nature, a place where ideas arise.
When you gather smart, creative people together
as colleagues, they generate good ideas. In this
environment, there is never a shortage of possibilities. The
key to success, however, is to focus and to execute – and
then to persist.
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Thousands of people have been helped. Babies have been
given bottles and formula. Primary school classrooms
have received books and teaching materials. Food pantries
have seen their shelves stocked. Youth orchestras have
received sheet music they otherwise could not afford.
Community theaters have been able to keep their doors
open. Community museums have been able to insulate
their doors and windows to save money on their heating
and cooling bills. The list goes on.
We support and sustain student philanthropy for two very
good reasons. First, it engages our students in the classroom
subject matter. Whether in sociology or English, biology or
theater, adding student philanthropy to a course improves
the odds that what is being taught will be learned and
retained. Second, it teaches stewardship – the idea that our
community’s needs are our responsibility.
That second reason is not secondary. We believe, as the
late Manuel D. Mayerson believed, that it is important
to develop the habit of giving. The Mayerson family has
been with us from the beginning, lending its name and
providing its funding to these classes as well as to an idea.
It’s our privilege to partner with the Mayerson family in the
furtherance of that idea – and to teach a new generation of
philanthropists the habit of giving.

The 2012-2013 academic year

At A Glance
$757,000 and Counting…
The most obvious and immediate impact of Mayerson
Student Philanthropy Project classes is distribution of
grants to nonprofits. This year, students had a hand in the
distribution of $106,003.
Of that, $31,003 was money given directly by NKU
classes. Another $75,000 was awarded with Toyota Motor
Engineering and Manufacturing North America, our partner
for the “indirect” model of student philanthropy.
Thirty-seven nonprofits benefited this past year, bringing the
total since our first semester back in Fall 2000 to 293. Total
giving since MSPP’s inception 13 years ago is $757,000.

Classroom Learning Amplified…
Student philanthropy classes draw highly motivated
students. More than 96 percent say they plan to stay in
college and get their degree, according to this year’s
survey results.
What’s more, the incorporation of student philanthropy
into a college course tends to make the course more
engaging and powerful. Jonathan Cullick, a MSPP veteran
professor, added the student philanthropy component to
ENG 151: Honors English during the Spring 2013 semester.
“It enables me to teach writing skills in context…to teach
students how to evaluate source material, and transform
students who really cared about the relevance of what they
were learning,” said Dr. Cullick, who was chair of NKU’s
English Department during the 2012-2013 academic year.

A Gift that Keeps on Giving…
In 2011, three members of NKU’s leadership team published
a book, Becoming an Engaged Campus. Written by thenPresident James Votruba with Provost Gail Wells and former
Associate Provost Carole Beere, the book outlines how to
institutionalize public engagement at a university.
The three authors pledged the book’s profits to public

engagement programming
at NKU, and the money is
being added to the student
philanthropy donor pool.
One MSPP class in the
coming year will be funded from this source.

New in 2012-2013…
NKU is committed to innovation with MSSP, and this
past year was no different. We tested new models and
approaches as we experimented purposefully and carefully.
Perhaps the most significant new component this year
was the connection of MSSP to NKU’s Project Hope:
The 505 Initiative. “505” is the federal designator for a
census tract in Newport’s Westside neighborhood. By key
measures, the neighborhood is among the neediest few
blocks in our region.
Beginning this year, NKU is attempting to focus a variety
of public engagement activities in 505, including service
learning, student research and independent studies. Four
MSSP classes were linked to this project, and together they
distributed $6,000 to nonprofits working in 505.

Ahead for 2013-2014…
We won’t be standing pat for the coming year. We’ll be
back in 505, sustaining our commitment to investing in the
Westside’s well-being. We’ll also be adding at least one new
discipline to the classes offered. Our plans include at least
one class that will focus one of our state’s neediest regions –
Appalachia. Students will be learning about the mountains
and mountain people, and investing in nonprofits focused
on their needs.
And we are hard at work on a new curricular model that
involves investing time rather than (or in addition to)
treasure. Students would provide a pool of volunteer hours
to award to one or two nonprofits. The idea we are trying
to spotlight is that giving is not only about taking out your
wallet but also about investing your talents.
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WHERE THE MONEY WAS INVESTED

2012-2013 CLASSES and AWARDS

CMST 340: Strategies of Persuasion
Taught by Jeffrey Fox

CMST 340: Strategies of Persuasion
Taught by Jeffrey Fox

Family Promise of Northern Kentucky $1,000
Hosea House $1,643
Northern Kentucky Children’s Advocacy Center $1,643

Dragon Fly $1,275
Children’s Law Center $1,275

HNR 306: Arts for Social Change
Taught by Daryl Harris

ENG 546: Grant Writing
Taught by Janel Bloch

Sunset Players $2,000

Reset Ministries $1,000
Hosea House $1,000

JUS 402: Alternatives to Incarceration
Taught by Danielle McDonald

ENG 151: Honors Writing
Taught by Jonathan Cullick

City Link Center $1,000
Joseph House $1,000

Teen Challenge Cincinnati $1,000
DCCH Center for Children and Families $1,000

UNV 101: Orientation to College and Beyond
Taught by Mei Mei Burr and Tye Mortensen

LDR 160: Leadership Around the World
Taught by Whitney McIntyre Miller

YWCA of Greater Cincinnati
Battered Women’s Shelter $1,000
Lighthouse Youth Ministries $1,000

Buseesa Community Development Centre of
Uganda/Sisters of Notre Dame $2,000

ENV 220: Protecting Water Resources
Taught by Kristine Hopfesnperger
Mill Creek Watershed Council $1,000
Waterstep $1,000

PAD 620: Managing Nonprofit Organizations
Taught by Julie Olberding
This class was structured under the “indirect model” in
which funds are given by our partner, Toyota, with the
advice of the NKU class. $75,000 was distributed to 15
nonprofits:
Arts and Humanities Resource Center ($4,500)
Artworks Cincinnati ($2,500)
BDPA Education and Technology Foundation ($5,000)
Bi-Okoto Drum & Dance Theater ($2,500)
CASA of Kenton County ($17,000)
Cincinnati Art Museum ($2,500)
Cincinnati Black Theater Company ($5,000)
Cincinnati Community ToolBankk ($5,000)
Cincinnati Opera Association ($2,500)
Cincinnati State Technical & Community College ($5,000
Cincinnati Youth Collaborative ($3,000)
Community Foundation of Westchester/Liberty Township ($5,000)
Comprehensive Community Child Care (4C) ($5,000)
Girl Scouts/ Wilderness Road ($7,500)
Hearing, Speech & Deaf Center of Greater Cincinnati ($3,000)

6 Mayerson Student Philanthropy Project | ANNUAL REPORT 2012-13

SWK 105: Social Work & the Community
Taught by Willie Elliott
Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Greater Cincinnati $2,000

SPI 330: Studies in Spanish Language Cinema
Taught by Kajsa Larson
Santa Maria Community Services’ International
Welcome Center $1,000
Stop AIDS $1,000

SWK 611: Practice II Communities &
Organizations
Taught by Jessica Averitt Taylor
Section 001:
Brighton Recovery Center for Women $1,000
Hosea House $1,000
Section 002:
Hosea House $2,000

HIS 607: Exhibits and Historic Sites
Taught by Brian Hackett
Historic New Richmond Inc. $2,000

New models constructed using a durable and proven framework

FLEXING A FLEXIBLE PEDAGOGY
THE BASIC MODEL…
NKU began offering student philanthropy classes 13 years
ago, and the basic model remains in place today: A class
begins with a sum of money (typically, $2,000) that will, by
semester’s end, be given to one or two nonprofits. The class
determines a need it will address in the community, learns
what nonprofits are addressing the need, and then invites
those nonprofits to apply for a grant.
Finally, the class evaluates the applicants. Site visits are
typical, as are visits to the class by representatives of the
nonprofits. After those, the class jointly decides where to
invest the funds.
NKU is committed to flexibility and creativity within this
framework and, in that spirit, has adapted the original model
to several innovative approaches.

INDIRECT MODEL…
Now in its fifth year of use, the indirect model works like this:
The class receives no money directly, but instead acts as a sort
of advisory board for a local foundation or corporate giving
board. That board receives applications, which the NKU
students in turn review and analyze. As with the basic model,
site visits are common.
At the semester’s conclusion, students visit the board
room and make a presentation on their findings and
recommendations. The board gets deep scrutiny of its grant
applications; NKU students get a chance to make a formal
presentation off-site to an influential community board in a
boardroom setting.
For the past three years, our community partner for the
indirect model has been Toyota Motor Engineering and
Manufacturing North America, which has its headquarters
in Erlanger. This past year, Toyota invested $75,000 in 15
agencies, guided by our students' input.

FUNDRAISING MODEL…
Most student philanthropy classes rely on funding from
grants and gifts that pre-fund each class. But one adaptive
approach involves direct fundraising by the students in the
class.
Jeff Fox, who teaches communication courses, has been
instrumental in developing this model. A class starts with $0.
Its goal is $2,000. Each dollar raised is matched by an outside
donor. The Scripps Howard Foundation and the Manuel D. &
Rhoda Mayerson Foundation provided the 2012-13 matching
funds. In the fall semester and again in the spring, Mr. Fox’s
classes exceeded their $2,000 goal.
A modification of the fundraising model was launched
for the Spring 2013 semester. As a component of HIS 607:

Exhibits in Museums and Historic Sites, students raised
money to fund an exhibit they designed for a community
museum in New Richmond, Ohio. The class raised $1,167
along with about $800 in-kind contributions. The class
was taught by Professor Brian Hackett, the director of
NKU’s Public History Program, who will be teaching the
course again in the coming academic year and, once again,
incorporating a student philanthropy component.

STRINGS ATTACHED MODEL …
Rarely does money in the real world come without strings
attached; that is, the donor has a mission to accomplish
with the money donated. It may be to improve public health
or boost literacy. Or maybe the goal is food, clothing and
shelter. Causes are as diverse as donors.
Recognizing this, NKU has developed a student philanthropy
model in which students must learn about the donor’s goals,
and then invest in a nonprofit addressing those goals. Our
partners this past year were:
• Vision 2015, the regional agency providing a blueprint
for Northern Kentucky’s growth and development.
• The Friedell Committee for Health System
Transformation, which is working toward community
solutions to public health needs in Kentucky.

DUAL CREDIT MODEL…
NKU professors teach some classes at area high schools,
offering both high school and college credit to students who
take these “dual credit” courses. For the second straight
year, one of those classes incorporated student philanthropy.
The first year (Spring 2012) the student philanthropy dual
credit course was at Dixie Heights High School in Kenton
County and taught by Willie Elliott, a social work professor.
This year, he taught the class, SWK 105: Social Work and
the Community, in Newport. The high school juniors and
seniors in the class awarded $2,000 to the Ronald McDonald
House Charities of Greater Cincinnati.

INTERNATIONAL MODEL…
Our faculty have used a variety of techniques to give student
philanthropy an international flavor. In the past, an online
class evaluated a pre-selected list of small, high-impact
NGO’s operating around the world. Another class took an
alternative spring break to The Hague and learned about
international human rights, then returned home and looked
for local nonprofits whose mission involved helping the
oppressed. This year, a class in Leadership Around the World
(LDR 160), taught by Whitney McIntyre Miller, looked for
local nonprofits with an international mission, and awarded
$2,000 to the Sisters of Notre Dame, an order based in Park
Hills, Ky., but with a school and mission in Uganda.
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A faculty
perspective
by danielle mcdonald, ph.D.
2012-13 MSSP FACULTY COORDINATOR

Student Philanthropy
in the Classroom:
A Pedagogical Power Tool

S

tudent philanthropy utilizes experiential learning
to assist the instructor in providing a deeper, more
meaningful learning experience the students aren’t
likely to forget. Experiential learning has been shown to
help students better understand the material and retain
it for longer periods of time than students who do not
participate in hands on learning experiences (Ti, et al.,
2009). The key to creating this learning environment is
to incorporate student philanthropy into the course in a
meaningful way by connecting it directly to the learning
outcomes for the class.
Incorporating student philanthropy into a course is not
difficult, but it does take some preparation prior to the
start of the course. It is advisable to start with a class, where
the instructor has already thought through the learning
outcomes for the class and what one would like the students
to walk away with at the end of the term. The next step is
to plan how the instructor will connect the information the
students will be learning in the classroom or their learning
outcomes with their experiences in the community as they
participate in the student philanthropy project.
I have had the opportunity to incorporate the student
philanthropy project into my Jus 402: Alternatives to
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Incarceration course. The first learning outcome for this
course is “conceptualize alternatives to incarceration”.
Prior to incorporating the student philanthropy project, I
relied on video clips, radio broadcasts and guest speakers
to enhance my lectures and help the students visualize and
theorize about the variety of alternatives to incarceration
available in our community. I still utilize these tools,
but in addition I have incorporated service learning and
student philanthropy to assist in this conceptualization
process. I have the students volunteer, for example, in the
community with a community corrections program as
well as working with a group of classmates to advocate for
a local nonprofit who works with this population for the
student philanthropy award. The involvement within the
community helps to enrich the learning experience for the
individual student and allows him/her to step into a world
he/she might not have otherwise been aware existed.
Students also are required to journal about their volunteer
experiences and relate them back to what they had
been learning in the class. The students then bring their
experiences and reflections with them to class, which
allows the instructor to engage the class in critical thinking
exercises where students reflect on their experiences at a
particular agency and how they are similar or different to
what they read about in the text or learned in class.
The best part about the student philanthropy model is the
requirements are simple enough that it can be incorporated
into any discipline. This basic format allows ample room
for creativity on the instructor’s part for implementing the
project and tying it into the existing learning outcomes for
the course. There are only three guidelines that need to be
followed:
1. The teacher or students need to decide what area or
need they would like the class or groups to focus on.
2. The students decide who to give the money to with the
award for the nonprofit being a minimum of $1,000
and the money awarded to a 501c(3), government
agency or other nonprofit.
3. The students need to reflect on their experiences and
accomplishments throughout the semester.
As educators we are always working to make our classes
better and to find those different exercises, projects, lectures,
etc. that help us to drive the point home and make learning
memorable. Incorporating student philanthropy could be
the missing link for many of us. It is certainly not a panacea,
but for many classes (in a variety of disciplines), this could
be the tool that helps us to create more of those “aha”
moments we all strive for as teachers.
References: Ti, L.K., Chen, F.G., Tan, G.M., Tan, W.T., Tan, J.M., Shen, L. & Goy, R.W.
(2009). Experiential learning improves the learning and retention of endotracheal
intubation. Medical Education, 43, 654-660.

Ordinary Classes Become
Extraordinary
When MSPP Is Added
One of the goals of the Mayerson Student
Philanthropy Project at NKU is to introduce this
pedagogy across disciplines so that a variety of
students experience the engaged learning it
offers. Here, three students talk about the MSPP
experience and its impact on them. In each
instance, learning is deeper and more real.

Ellen Albrecht

An undeclared major declares

I

n the Fall 2012 semester, freshman Ellen Albrecht
entered ENV 220: Protecting Water Resources with
her major undeclared and her career path foggy.

She left with a major and clear idea of what she wants
do in her career – environmental science. She credits
her biology professor, Kristine Hopfensperger, and the
Mayerson Student Philanthropy Project.
“I never really knew what I wanted to do,” Albrecht
said. “Taking the class was really eye-opening to me.
She made it seem like it was all really important. That’s
what made me realize that environmental science was
what I really wanted to do. I could see myself doing a
job like that.”
ENV 220 is an overview of water resources and threats.
Students learn about waterways in the United States
and their condition. They learn about the federal
Clean Water Act. They learn about storm water , how it
pollutes and how its damage can be reduced.
All of that can be learned from a textbook and lectures,
but Dr. Hopfensperger required her students to learn
from the real world. Because of the MSPP component,
the students had $2,000 to give – and to do so they
first had learn about nonprofits working to protect
water resources.
“We went out to a bunch of different streams and sites
and met with several people and got to ask them a lot
of questions,” Albrecht said referring to the process
of deciding where the Mayerson funds would best be
invested.

Freshman Ellen Albrecht samples soil along Moock Creek in Wilder, Ky. while
working in Dr. Hopfensperger's research lab this past summer. NKU photo

student
perspectives
by kevin schultz
scripps howard foundation
public relations intern
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“The civic engagement aspect of the course helped to get
people talking, by making everyone do research and work
together on the project.”
Eventually the class decided to split the money and fund
two separate organizations. WaterStep, a Louisville-based
nonprofit, was given $1,000 dollars to invest in its cleanwater equipment, which is used in remote villages around
the world to purify water for drinking. The Mill Creek
Watershed Council in Cincinnati received the other $1,000
to continue its cleanup of a creek that runs through an old
industrial corridor. The council used the funds to rebuild its
website into an interactive, informative, inviting site where
the public can learn the Mill Creek’s history, its progress
and how to get involved in the cleanup. NKU gets a shout
out on the site for helping out.

Matthew Garrett
An international flavor

M

atthew Garrett enrolled in LDR 160: Leadership
Around the World expecting the expected. “Just
another class with another typical, big group
project,” he recalled.
What Garrett, a junior majoring in psychology and
organizational leadership, experienced instead was
something more engaging, more transformative and more
impactful.
“I found out that this class and this project was something
much more real, something that I really wanted to put my
whole heart into,” Garrett said. “This wasn’t just another
group project in another ordinary class. It was something
that could really help a lot of people.”
The learning outcomes of the class were standard for the
course: to “explore the basic theories, trends, and practices
for leadership from varying global perspectives” while
“also introducing students to how leadership is viewed and
practiced around the world.”
Typically, such a class might involve lectures and perhaps
team projects exploring worldwide leadership models.
But because the course had a student philanthropy
component, the professor, Whitney McIntyre Miller,
divided the class into teams, each assigned to learn
about a nonprofit working internationally. Garrett’s team
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One of Albrecht’s favorite parts of being in ENV 220 was
being able to attend the banquet at the end of the semester,
when all the fall semester’s Mayerson classes announced the
nonprofits they had selected. She got to hand a check
to WaterStep.
“It was cool to present WaterStep with the money because
I thought they really deserved it,” Albrecht said. “I would
definitely recommend anyone to take this kind of course
and I would do it again if another class presented the
opportunity.”
Her other takeaways? A declared major (environmental
science) and a summer job in Dr. Hopfensperger’s
research lab.

explored a partnership between nuns in Park Hills, Ky.,
and a community development center in Uganda. He
found himself exchanging emails with the community
center’s director, who invited him to come to Uganda and
volunteer.
For Garrett, the defining moment of the course came when
he found himself sitting across from one of the Sisters of
Notre Dame and talking for two to three hours.
“Just the fact that I was able to get out in the community
and that they actually took the time to meet with me made
me realize so much,” he said.
Garrett’s class awarded $2,000 to the Buseesa Community
Development Centre in Uganda, a mission started in 1995
by the Sisters of Notre Dame and sustained ever since with
a convent, two schools, dormitories and a farm.
“I always did community service kind of work before, but
this work was much more intimate,” Garrett said.
“Getting to know all of these people and their needs, even
people in Uganda, made me feel like I could really have
an impact on people,” Garrett said. “I would love to see
Mayerson in more courses. Seeing how it helped others was
awesome.”

Watch a video on NKU’s Mayerson Student
Philanthropy Project classes at
civicengagement.nku.edu/programs/philanthropy

Kayla Justice
A graduate’s view

K

ayla Justice graduated in May with her degree in
criminal justice. For most graduates, flipping their
tassel marks the exciting transition from theory to
practice – from learning to doing.
For Justice, the transition happened before graduation.
She credits the Mayerson Student Philanthropy Project.
Justice took several MSPP courses during her time at NKU.
From learning about race, gender and the law through local
nonprofits in her JUS 231 course, to exploring alternative
means to incarceration in the community in her JUS 402
course, Justice was able to learn by doing and seeing the
content firsthand.
“Learning is not just restricted to the classroom,” Justice
said. “Your community is an open canvas for learning.
When you fuse the classroom and community together as
a learning opportunity, the door of possibilities is thrown
wide open. Getting an education becomes a whole lot easier
when you know you are not only helping yourself, but
others, too.”
As well as enhancing her learning and helping her
understand how the content of the course could be applied
in the real world, the Mayerson courses also allowed Justice
to have a deeper and more meaningful connection with her
professor, Danielle McDonald.

“Taking these classes was the beginning of a really great
relationship I developed with Dr. McDonald,” said Justice.
“She became my advisor as I began to take upper level
classes. Without Dr. McDonald, I would not have had the
same experience at NKU. She helped to fuel my love for
criminal justice and community service.”
Each Mayerson class had $2,000 to award to nonprofits
selected by the students. In JUS 402, which Justice took
in the Spring 2011 semester, the class awarded $1,000 to
the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Cincinnati to use towards
starting new programs and renovating the recreation room.
“It was great to be giving back to an organization that does
so much for our local youth,” Justice said. “Getting feedback
and thanks from the organizations we were able to give
money was the best part of the experience. Knowing our
efforts made a difference really capped off the experience. It
left me with a sense of fulfillment, and I really loved every
minute of these Mayerson classes.”
Justice said she would recommend all students to try out
a Mayerson course. “It brings life to learning. I looked
forward to going to each of these classes week after week. It
is a great blend of community service and learning. If every
one of my classes could have been a Mayerson course, I
would have loved it.”
These stories were written by Kevin Schultz, who had a summer public relations internship
with NKU’s Scripps Howard Center for Civic Engagement, funded by the Scripps Howard
Foundation of Cincinnati. Schultz is the 2013-2014 editor of NKU’s student newspaper, The
Northerner.

Student Philanthropy Goals
Enhance students’ awareness of social
problems and nonprofit organizations
in the community.

Increase their knowledge of
philanthropic processes, particularly
grant seeking and grant making.

Influence their attitudes, interests,
intentions and behaviors related
to social responsibility and civic
engagement

Enhance their understanding of the
academic content of the course by
integrating theory and practice.
Improve their critical thinking,
communication, leadership and other
work-life skills.
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ASSESSMENT

COMMUNITY BENEFITS
Amplified Stewardship…
One reason for adding student philanthropy to courses is that it awakens students’ to community needs, how
those needs are met by nonprofits and how students, now and in the future, can play a role in addressing those
needs. We monitor community benefits with a survey at the end of each semester. Here are the Fall 2012 semester
and Spring 2013 semester results for the key questions on the survey related to student philanthropy’s power to
boost community stewardship.
n positive

I believe that I can make a difference in the world
14%

2%

n negative

0%

n no effect
n no response

84%

I am aware of the needs and problems of people
living in NKY and Greater Cincinnati
5%

9%

I intend to volunteer in the future

0%

10% 1%

3%

86%

I am aware of nonprofit organizations in
NKY and Greater Cincinnati
4%

86%

I will personally walk, run, or bicycle for a
charitable cause

9% 0%

21%

0%

9%
87%

I have a responsibility to help others in need
2%

13%

0%

70%

I intend to donate money to charity in the future
3%

85%
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11% 0%

86%

ASSESSMENT

CLASSROOM BENEFITS
Amplified Learning…
Another reason for building student philanthropy into courses at NKU is that it proven way to engage students in what’s being
taught in the classroom, no matter the subject or discipline. Learning outcomes are improved.  Here are the Fall 2012 semester
and Spring 2013 semester results (combined) for key questions on the survey related to student philanthropy’s academic
benefits.

I want to stay in college or complete my degree

Your application of course information
16%

1% 3% 0%

0%

2%

82%

96%

I plan to seek a career in a nonprofit organization

Your academic skills or knowledge
2%

0%

13%

0%

28%

41%

85%

31%

Your interest in this course
3%

15%

The development of your functional skills, like
communications, assertiveness and decision-making

0%

17%

0%

2%

82%

Your interest in taking another course with student
philanthropy or service learning
19%

0%

81%

The fit between the Mayerson project and
the goals and outcomes of your class
4%

9% 0%

6%
75%

87%
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PROJECT HOPE: THE 505 INITIATIVE

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN ONE
NEIGHBORHOOD
Newport’s Westside: A Learning Lab for NKU students

T

  raditionally, Northern Kentucky University’s service
learning classes have been somewhat random.
Partners from anywhere in the region might benefit,
as community partners and courses paired up.
But last summer, NKU and neighboring universities –
collaborating as part of the Greater Cincinnati Service
Learning Network – asked some questions: What if we
focused service learning in the neediest neighborhoods?
Might our collective impact be greater? Could we make an
immediate and measurable difference?
NKU agreed to pilot this idea, which the network titled
“Project Hope.” Census data drew us to Newport’s Westside,
or, as it is known in the federal census, “Tract 505.”
505 is a place where many people live below the poverty
line in an old urban neighborhood with all of the
challenges that brings. But it also is a place of tremendous
pride of place. The neighborhood association is active and
engaged. Small businesses, arts groups, nonprofit agencies
and churches abound. To help us to identify opportunities,
we partnered with the Brighton Center, an established

nonprofit that provides an array of services in the Westside.
About 20 classes engaged in 505 for the Spring 2013
semester. A public history class began collecting
neighborhood histories. A public relations class wrote
stories on the people and places in the neighborhood.
A photojournalism class shot photo essays. A social work
class worked with a teen mentoring program.
Four of the 15 classes were Mayerson Student Philanthropy
Project classes. What follows is an account from Jessica
Averitt Taylor, who incorporated MSPP into two of her
social work classes. The result was high-impact learning for
her students.

by jessica averitt taylor, ph.d.

“real money” seeded
real learning
“But this is so hard. I want to help all of the agencies, and I
thought that this process would be less agonizing.”

O

ne student voiced her frustration in the midst of
spirited classroom discussion. In our third month
of working with the Mayerson Student Philanthropy
Project (MSPP), my students had visited local community
agencies and invited agency representatives to speak to
the class. The students were enthusiastic, resourceful, and
wonderfully excited to be able to actually award “real
money” (as they called it) to community agencies. But
as the time to make a final decision neared, the students
found themselves minutely analyzing each agency proposal,
and carefully weighing the benefits of each possible award
allocation.

The Bruenger Boys & Girls Club is in Newport’s Westside
neighborhood and hosted a “505” service learning class during
the Spring 2013 semester. Photo CREDIT Kevin Schultz
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We had set aside one three-hour class period to reach our
final decisions. It was going extremely well, with each
student eagerly highlighting the merits of favored agencies.
The excitement in the room was palpable; my role was
clearly that of moderator in this animated discussion.

After the first two hours, my students were really no closer
to feeling comfortable with what was clearly the majority
decision, and I was able to guide the class to a conclusion.
They got it, really understood the minutiae and tedious
business of grants and community projects. And they
hated that they were not able to award the money to
every participating agency, but they also understood what
had made the differences with each proposal. They had
spent time in the community, working to understand
the community strengths and challenges, and they were
prepared to award money to community agencies.
I taught two sections of a master’s level social work course
this spring, SWK 611: Communities and Organizations.
Both of my sections were able to participate in the MSPP,
and both sections went through the same process of
exploring the idea of communities, and focusing on the
Census Tract 505/Westside community of Newport, Ky. This
course was designed to give students hands-on experience
with community work, a central tenet of the social work
profession.
Here is the official course description:
Understanding and intervening at the organizational and
community levels are essential for effective social work. This
course builds on a liberal arts base, including skill in written
communication and knowledge of human psychology, sociology,
and political science. It applies generalist social work process

MSPP COURSES LINKED TO 505
❖ Four NKU courses were linked to Newport’s
Westside neighborhood during the Spring 2013
semester (the first semester for Project Hope).
Together, they awarded $8,000 to nonprofits
selected by the students.
❖ Three of the classes were tasked with awarding
grants to nonprofits located in or working in
the neighborhood. The classes were ENG 546:
Grant Writing taught by Professor Janel Bloch
and two sections of SWK 611: Communities &
Organizations taught by Professor Jessica Averitt
Taylor. The classes awarded $4,000 to Hosea House
for a community garden project; $1,000 to Reset
Ministries; and $1,000 to the Brighton Recovery
Center for Women.
❖ The fourth class was a “dual credit” class taught
to Newport high school students and taught in
Newport by NKU Professor Willie Elliott. The class
was SWK 105: Social Work & the Community.
Students awarded $2,000 to the Ronald McDonald
House in Cincinnati. In a dual credit course, high
school students receive both high school credit
and college credit .

Professor
Jessica
Averitt
Taylor
(pictured
fourth from
the left)
with some
of her class
members.

Photo CREDIT EMILY CHIAVELLI
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to communities and organizations, examining community
demographics and concerns, and evidence-based practice; along
with the values of social justice, diversity, and leadership. Specific
attention is given to assessing community and agency capacities
and needs. Learning about organizations and communities will
be the dominant theme and will be a “hands on” approach to
macro practice.
My goal with this class was to connect students to the
community in an active and invested manner. I wanted
each student to see herself/himself as a vital member of
several communities, and as a change agent within those
communities. I wanted the students to be able to assess
communities: the important demographic components,
challenges and strengths, community goals and local
resources. And I wanted each student to leave this class with
the knowledge that they could, as individual social workers,
impact their communities in so many substantial ways. This
class was all about potential, and the MSPP really helped to
connect that potential with a tangible outcome. My students
felt empowered, as social workers and as students, and as
community members.
Fifteen of my students took the afternoon off from their
full-time jobs to personally attend the final MSPP awards
ceremony. I believe that we are all capable of effecting
change, but I also believe that money talks in some ways.
And these students took an afternoon off from work,
willingly forgoing wages for that time, to attend a nonrequired event at the tail end of the semester. I was humbled
by their commitment, and their investment in this process.
My students remain involved with this community even
though the semester has concluded and
our MSPP has wrapped up.
Over the summer,

Service Learning At Nku
 Northern Kentucky University has over 100 service
learning classes each academic year. Few universities
our size have as many.
 15 of those in 2012-2013 were Mayerson Student
Philanthropy Project classes.
 That number of classes translates into some 2,000
NKU students who are exposed to service learning
classes, in which what’s learned in the classroom is
applied in the community.
 Nonprofits are receiving student-designed web
pages, marketing plans, volunteer management
plans, museum exhibits, videos and lesson plans – to
name a few of the deliverables from these service
learning classes.
 Service learning is often called “win-win” because
students learn from the real-world experience while
community partners (most often, nonprofits) receive
a useful product or service.

they have scheduled a weekend of volunteer work to
brighten up a local community mental health agency. They
have also scheduled two weekends to prepare and serve
food at a community food bank. Their commitment to
philanthropy, and to their communities, has been an honor
to witness and encourage.
Jessica Averitt Taylor, Ph.D., is an assistant professor of social Work in the
Department of Counseling, Social Work and Leadership at Northern Kentucky
University. Previously she was assistant to the editor at the Journal of Community
Engagement and Scholarship. She holds a doctorate in social work from the
University of Alabama. Her teaching areas include social welfare policy, social
work and the community, communities and organizations and research.

Students in Dr. Taylor’s social work
class toured Newport’s Westside to
learn about the neighborhood firsthand
before awarding grants.

Photo CREDIT DAVID DURR
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TWO INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS INTERSECT FOR ADDED IMPACT

CONNECTED TO THE BOOK CONNECTION
Local needs brought a distant story’s message to life

E

ach year, NKU’s incoming freshmen read a common
book as part of their University 101 classes, which are
meant to assist with the transition from high school
to college. By design, the classes engage students in lively
discussion and critical thinking. There is an intentional
connection of the academic world to the real world.
The 2012-13 book was The Other Wes Moore, a powerful
story of two African American men with the same name
and similar inner-city backstories. Helped along by mentors
and an education, one Wes Moore found his way out of
the dead-end world of poverty and crime. The “other” Wes
Moore went to prison for a homicide.
At the end of his book, Moore lists nonprofits from across
the country that provide educational and support services
for kids trying to stay out of trouble. In one section of
University 101, jointly taught by Mei Mei Burr and Tye
Mortensen, student philanthropy was added as a curricular
component. Students were asked to look for nonprofits

in our region providing services similar the ones Moore
indexed. The class awarded $1,000 each to the YWCA
of Greater Cincinnati’s Battered Women’s Shelter and to
Lighthouse Youth Ministry, a Cincinnati-based agency
working with troubled young people and their families.
One student in the class described the impact of
incorporating student philanthropy like this: “Northern
Kentucky and Greater Cincinnati have a lot of people
in need – more than I imagined. But there are so many
organizations that open up their arms to them all.”
She went on to say that she will be volunteering in two
community nonprofits in her home neighborhood in
Newport, the Hosea House and the Brighton Center.
Another student said this: “As a result of this course, I plan
to make changes related to my community involvement.
I’ve been volunteering a few times now and plan to
volunteer a lot more.”

Northern Kentucky University | Scripps Howard Center for Civic Engagement

17

At Academic Conferences…
This year as in the past, our faculty and administrators
have spread the word about NKU’s Mayerson Student
Philanthropy Project to peers at academic conferences
around the country:
Jeff Fox, who teaches strategy and persuasion classes in
the College of Communication, presented
“Service Learning: Connecting Students’ Minds
to Course Content” at the Southern States
Communication Association Annual Convention,
April 2013, Louisville, Ky.
Mark Neikirk, who directs the Scripps Howard Center
for Civic Engagement, presented “Flexing a Flexible
Pedagogy” at the American Democracy Project annual
conference, June 2013, Denver, Colo.
Neikirk and Danielle McDonald, Ph.D., a criminal
justice professor who coordinated NKU’s student

philanthropy program for the past three years,
conducted a webinar for the Kentucky Campus
Compact on Jan. 25, 2013.
Dr. McDonald and two NKU colleagues, Julie
Olberding, Ph.D. (Political Science) and Chris Wilkey,
Ph.D. (English) led a panel discussion at the Greater
Cincinnati Service Learning Network’s first annual
service learning symposium on April 12 in Cincinnati.
The three professors are all veterans of student
philanthropy classes. They discussed research and
scholarly writing about service learning and student
philanthropy.
Whitney McIntyre Miller, the 2013-2014 faculty
coordinator for the Mayerson Student Philanthropy
Project, is presenting later this year at the Kentucky
Summit on Philanthropy in Lexington, Ky.

with peers and the public

sharing the
student philanthropy story
Handbook Still in
Demand…
Three years ago, NKU published a guide for faculty on how
to incorporate student philanthropy into a college classroom.
About 700 copies of the handbooks have been distributed to
faculty members and program administrators in 24 states, the
District of Columbia and two foreign countries.
The handbook is used internally at NKU for training but its
primary purpose is to fulfill a charge from our lead funder, the
Mayerson Foundation, to export this method of teaching to other campuses.
Requests continue to come in monthly for copies of the handbook, as more and more
universities consider implementing student philanthropy classes.
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In
the
Media…
Student philanthropy
classes at NKU were
featured in news reports
on the NKU home page,
in the Northerner, in the
Cincinnati Enquirer, on
Kyforward.com, on
WNKU and on the news
blog, Good Things Going
Around.

MSPP VETERAN RECOGNIZED FOR HER ENGAGED SCHOLARSHIP

A CAMPUS SALUTE: Dr. Julie Olberding
recognized Dr. Olberding as the 2012 recipient of the
Sustained Excellence in Outreach and Public Engagement
Award.
Dr. Julie Olberding
has taught student
philanthropy, served
as faculty coordinator
for MSSP and
conducted research
on its long-term
impact. Her public
engagement and
scholarship at
NKU extends
beyond student
philanthropy,
including writing a
chapter for a new
book on Kentucky
government and
politics, coming
out this fall from the
University Press
of Kentucky. NKU PHOTO

She has a passion for
public engagement

T

  he word “scholarship” in scholarship of engagement
is more than an afterthought for Julie Olberding. It’s
an action plan.

Dr. Olberding has collaborated with Vision 2015, United
Way, the Mayerson Student Philanthropy Project and more
than 20 nonprofit organizations in Greater Cincinnati on
civic engagement activities.
Her collaborations consistently find their way into service
learning in the courses she teaches and peer-reviewed
publications on subjects ranging the evolution of local
government in Northern Kentucky to the academic and
community benefits of student philanthropy classes.
Because of the collective impact of her work, NKU

Outreach and engagement enable Dr. Olberding to pursue
two passions: public service and teaching. She served
as executive director of the nonprofit Citizens for Civic
Renewal before coming to NKU as a lecturer in 2004 and
tenure-track faculty member the following year.
Dr. Olberding, who directs the university’s Master of Public
Administration program, has a long-standing association
with the Mayerson program at NKU. She has taught student
philanthropy classes six times, dating back to 2006, and
has taken a lead role in developing the indirect model
(students act as an advisory board to a community donor
as it considers what grants to award; Dr. Olberding’s classes
routinely partner with the Toyota Motor Engineering and
Manufacturing North America Contributions Committee
for these classes).
She has published scholarly articles on student
philanthropy, including a study that affirms the lasting
impact of the classes on stewardship (graduates are more
likely to contribute their time and money to nonprofits).
She also is the co-author of Student Philanthropy: A Handbook
for College and University Faculty, published in 2010 and
updated in 2011.
Dr. Olberding’s work with Mayerson classes is one aspect of
her dedication to public engagement but it’s not the whole
story. She’s known on the NKU campus as a go-to mentor
for service learning and as a professor who consistently
guides her students to engage with nonprofits, both for
academic and community benefit.
NKU’s faculty awards for Sustained Excellence “recognize
ongoing and exceptional performance in one or more
of the three primary aspects of faculty life ‒ teaching,
scholarly and/or creative activity, or outreach and public
engagement.” Dr. Olberding’s accomplishments exemplify
the awards’ intent.

“Throughout her tenure at NKU, Julie has engaged in a variety of

high-impact outreach activities, the outcomes of which have resulted in developing strategic policy decisions
in the Northern Kentucky region, in building new partnerships with nonprofit and for-profit organizations,
and in strengthening existing partnerships with a variety of agencies and associations.”
– Dr. Shamima Ahmed, chair, political science, criminal justice and organizational leadership, on Dr. Julie Olberding
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Ronald McDonald House received a $2,000 grant from NKU students this past year. Here, a guest family smiles
while together at the house, which a provides a place to live temporarily for families with critically ill children being
treated at Cincinnati’s Children’s Hospital Medical Center. Photo courtesy of Ronald McDonald House

13 years of giving and more tocome

where nku students have invested
293 Nonprofit Agencies Have Received Grants
Since Our Classes Began
A
Action Ministries
A. D. Owens Elementary School
Afghan Institute of Learning
AIDS Volunteers of Cincinnati (AVOC)
Ambassador Program
American Cancer Society
American Heart Association
Animal Rights Community
Anthony Munoz Foundation
Artery
Arthritis Foundation
Ohio River Valley Chapter
Arts and Humanities Resource Center
for Older Adults
Artworks Cincinnati
Athletes-On-Line.com
B
Baker Hunt Foundation
Ballet Theater Midwest
BDPA Education & Technology

Be Concerned
Beech Acres Foster Care Art Project
Behringer Crawford Museum
Bethany House Services
Betts House Research Center
Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Greater Cincinnati
Biggs Early Childhood Center
Big Stef, Inc.
Bi-Okoto Drum & Dance Company
Birthright of Cincinnati
Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Cincinnati
Boys Hope Girls Hope of Greater Cincinnati
BRAC
Bridges for a Just Community
Brighton Center for Employment Training
Brighton Center Homeward Bound Program
Brighton Center Youth
 Leadership Development Program
Brighton Center Youth
Transitional Living Center
Brighton Recovery Center for Women
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C
Campbell County 4H
Campbell County Senior Center
Campbell Lodge Boy’s Home
Cancer Family Care
Caracole, Inc.
Care Net Pregnancy Services
of Northern Kentucky
Carnegie Visual & Performing Arts Center
CASA of Kenton County
Catholic Social Services
Center for Great Neighborhoods
Center for Peace Education
Centro De Amistad
Charlie Three Quarter House
Chicks and Chucks, Inc.
Child Focus
Childhood Food Solutions
Children, Inc.
Children’s Home of Cincinnati
Children’s Home of Northern Kentucky
Children’s Law Center

Children’s Performing Arts of Lakota, Inc.
Children’s Theater of Mason
Christian Waldschmidt Homestead &
Civil War Museum
Cincinnati Association for the Blind
Cincinnati Art Museum
Cincinnati Black Theater Company
Cincinnati Chamber Music Society
Cincinnati Community Toolbank
Cincinnati Museum Center
Cincinnati Nature Center
Cincinnati Opera Association
Cincinnati State Community &
Technical College
Cincinnati Works
Cincinnati Youth Collaborative
Cincinnati Zoo
Cinderella’s Closet
Citizen’s Foundation, USA
Citizens Policy Center
CityCURE
City Link Center

“Through the Mayerson Student Philanthropy Project, one of

our teenage volunteers shared her joy for our mission with her classmates. As a result,
the class worked together to help fund a loving and supportive home for a critically ill
child and his family at Cincinnati’s Ronald McDonald House. This partnership was a
win-win; the students realized the importance of giving back and making a difference,
and our House was able to help a family when they needed it most.”
– Jennifer Goodin, Executive Director, Ronald McDonald House Charities of Greater Cincinnati
Clermont County Humane Society
Cline Elementary School
Coalition for Human Economy
Community Christian Academy
Community Foundation of
Westchester/Liberty Township
Community Land Co-op
Comprehensive Community Child Care (4C)
Connections
Council on Child Abuse of Southern Ohio
Crayons to Computers
Crittenden-Mount Zion
Family Resource Center
Crossroads Elementary School
Creating Hope International
D
Delhi Historical Society
Deworm the World
Dinsmore Homestead
Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home
DCCH Center for Children and Families
Disabilities Coalition of Northern Kentucky
Downtown Cincinnati Inc. (DCI)
Dragonfly Foundation
Dress for Success Cincinnati
Drop Inn Center
E
Elementz
Emmanuel Community Center
Ensemble Theater of Cincinnati
Eve Center
F
FACE (For AIDS Children Everywhere)
Fairhaven Rescue Mission
Faith Community Pharmacy
Family Nurturing Center
Family Promise of Northern Kentucky
Family Services of Northern Kentucky
Fernald Residents for Environmental
Safety & Health (FRESH)
Fernside: A Center for Grieving Children
First Step Home
Florence Police Department
Fort Thomas Military and
Community Museum
Fourth Street Elementary School
Franciscan Daughters of Mary
Frank Duveneck Arts & Culture Center
Freestore Foodbank
Friars Club
Friends of Harriet Beecher Stowe
Friends of Sunrock Farm
G
Gay and Lesbian Center of Cincinnati
Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education Network
of Greater Cincinnati
German Heritage Museum/
German-American Citizens League
Girls Can!
Girl Scouts Licking Valley Council
Girls Scouts Wilderness Road Council
Give Back Cincinnati
GLAD House
Glenn O. Swing Elementary School/
Family Resource Center
Grant A Wish Foundation
Grace Church of the Valley
Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless

Greater Cincinnati Police
Historical Society Museum
H
Hannah’s Treasure Chest
Healthy Moms and Babes
Hearing, Speech and Deaf Center of
Greater Cincinnati
Health Resource Center of Cincinnati
Helen Keller International
Henry Hosea House ECHO
Hickory Grove Baptist Church
Daycare & Preschool
Hispanic Resource Center
Historic New Richmond Inc.
Holly Hill Children’s Services
Holmes High School Youth Service Center
Holy Cross High School
Hospice of Northern Kentucky
Housing Authority of Covington:
Educate to Elevate Youth
Housing Opportunities Made Equal (HOME)
Humbledove
I-J
IKRON Corporation
Imago Earth Center
Indian Summer Camp
InkTank
Inner City Tennis Project
Intercommunity Justice and Peace Center
Interfaith Hospitality Network of
Greater Cincinnati
International Family Resource Center
International Visitors Council of
Greater Cincinnati
James E. Biggs Early Childhood Center
Jobs for Cincinnati Graduates
Joseph House
K
Kelly-Carol Foundation for Children
with Cancer
Kenton County Public Library
Kentucky Cattlemen’s Association
Kentucky Tails
Kicks for Kids
Kids Count
Kiksuya
Kincaid Regional Theater Company
Know Theater Tribe
L
Licking River Watershed Watch
Lighthouse Youth Services
Little Brothers: Friends of the Elderly
Literacy Council of Clermont and
Brown Counties
Literacy Network of Greater Cincinnati
Literacy in Northern Kentucky
Lydia’s House
M
Madonna House
Make-A-Wish Foundation
Mary Magdalene House
Master Provisions
Matthew 25 Ministries
Mathis Foundation for Children
Mercy Hospital
Mill Creek Restoration Project

Mill Creek Watershed Council
Mockbee
Music Resource Center of Cincinnati

N
National Conference for
Community and Justice
National Multiple Sclerosis Society,
Ohio Valley Chapter
National Underground Railroad
Freedom Center
Neediest Kids of All
Neighborhood Investments Partners
New Beginnings Christian
Counseling Services
New Beginnings Family Services
New Hope Center
North Dearborn Pantry
Northern Kentucky African American
Heritage Task Force
Northern Kentucky Children’s
Advocacy Center
Northern Kentucky Community Center
Northern Kentucky Regional
Mental Health Court
Northern Kentucky University K-TAP
Northern Kentucky Urban Young Life
O
O’Bryonville Animal Rescue
Ohio Empowerment Coalition
Ohio Energy Project
One Way Farm Children’s Home
Open Door Ministry
Our Daily Bread
Over-the-Rhine Community Housing
P
Parents, Families and Friends of
 Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG),
Greater Cincinnati Chapter
Parish Kitchen
Peaslee Neighborhood Center
People Working Cooperatively
Pink Ribbon Girls
Planned Parenthood
Southwest Ohio Region
Power Inspires Progress
Pregnancy Center of Northern Kentucky
Pregnancy Center West
Project Connect
Project Restore
ProKids
Pro Seniors
Prospect House
R
Ramage Civil War Museum
Redwood Rehabilitation Center
Reset Ministries
Ronald McDonald House of
Greater Cincinnati
Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Northern Kentucky
S
Saint Luke Center for Breast Health
Saint Vincent de Paul
Community Pharmacy
Santa Maria Community Services’

International Welcome Center
Senior Services of Northern Kentucky
Shelterhouse Volunteer Group
(The Drop Inn Center)
Shepherd’s Crook
Shoulder to Shoulder
Sisters of Notre Dame
(Buseesa Mission in Uganda)
Sixth District School
Sixth Street Elementary School
Smarth Growth Coalition for Greater
Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
SOIL
SOTENI International
SparkPeople Service
Special Spaces Cincinnati
Sportsman’s Network
Springer School
Starfire Council of Greater Cincinnati
Stepping Stones
Steinford Toy Foundation
Stop AIDS
Stray Animal Adoption Program
Su Casa
SUMA
Sunset Players
T-V
Teen Challenge Cincinnati
Teen Response
Tender Mercies
Thank You Foundation
The Point
Three Square Music Foundation
Tri-City Family Resource Center
Tristate Habitat for Humanity
Tutoring/Mentoring Program
Urban Appalachian Council of Cincinnati
Urban Young Life
Visionaries and Voices
W
Washington United Church of Christ
WaterStep
Welcome House of Northern Kentucky
West End Emergency Center
Winton Place Youth Collaborative
Women’s Connection
Women’s Crisis Center
Women’s Crisis Center Pet Protection Program
Women Helping Women
Women’s Theater Initiative
Women Writing for a Change Foundation
WRAP
Wyoming Fine Arts Center
Y
Yellow Ribbon Support Center
YMCA Campbell County
YMCA Kenton County
YMCA of Kentucky
YMCA of Ohio
YWCA Alliance for Immigrant Women
YWCA of Greater Cincinnati
YWCA of Greater Cincinnati
Battered Women’s Shelter
Youth Opportunities United
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

GIVING AND GIVING BACK

T

he success of the Mayerson Student Philanthropy
Project begins with the generous support of our
donors. No one has invested more in MSPP – with
dollars and encouragement – than the Mayerson family
of  Cincinnati.
The Manuel D. and Rhoda Mayerson Foundation helped
conceive of our student philanthropy classes and sustain
them for 13 years. The foundation is dedicated to
creating communities that are just, caring and respectful
– communities in which marginalized populations are
empowered and all people have opportunities to seek their
highest aspirations.
We would like to thank the foundation and all of our
funding partners (listed below) for their support in the
2012-2013 academic year. We cannot do this without them.

Interested in giving? Contact:
Daniel Emsicke, Major Gift Officer
University Development

AC 221
Northern Kentucky University
Highland Heights, KY 41099
859-572-5628 | emsicked1@nku.edu

You can also contribute to MSPP by purchasing a Norse car
magnet. Send $5.50 to:
Scripps Howard Center for Civic Engagement
Attention: MSPP
FH 536 Nunn Drive
Northern Kentucky University
Highland Heights, KY 41099

You can give online as well at: supportnku.nku.edu

A Special "Thank You" to our Fall 2012 and Spring 2013 Funders

Foundation President Dr. Neal H. Mayerson on NKU’s student philanthropy classes…

“Our Foundation is interested in helping individuals express their best-selves and

appreciate the profound implications of their inter-connectedness to one another. The student
philanthropy courses offer students opportunities to become inspired by helping others, a
lesson they can carry into the rest of their lives. Along the way they learn a lot about their own
values, their own value to others, and their senses of relevance and compassion grow.”
Northern Kentucky University | Scripps Howard Center for Civic Engagement

23

