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I. POLICY STATEMENT

Northern Kentucky University (NKU) Education Abroad programs are, first and foremost, academic
programs and, like their counterparts on campus, these classes, field trips, and cultural excursions
should never be designed to cater to the needs of ancillary individuals who are not part of the academic
experience. Like campus-based courses, these programs are intended to support the learning
outcomes of NKU students. Dependents and companions are permitted to participate in an NKU-
sponsored program when circumstances allow it, but they shall not detract from the academic content
of the program, nor interfere with the function and running of the Education Abroad program in any way.

1) The inclusion of dependents and companions on all or part of an Education Abroad program must
be disclosed to the NKU Office of Education Abroad. Depending on circumstances, the latter or the
sponsoring academic unit reserves the right to deny such inclusion.

2) Under no circumstances will participating NKU students be responsible for supporting any
expenses incurred by participating dependents and companions.

3) All dependents and companions participating in an NKU Education Abroad program must enroll in
the NKU-provided international health insurance plan at their expense.

4) Program leaders' children and legal dependents under the age of 18 may accompany the program
with the approval of the Office of Education Abroad and the sponsoring academic unit, but they
must not interfere with the program leaders' responsibilities and duties toward student participants.
Participating students are not allowed to serve in any caregiving capacity. The faculty/staff leader
shall not serve as both primary caretaker of accompanying children or legal dependents and
program director. Other faculty or staff members involved with or participating in the program are
not permitted to serve as a caretaker either. The faculty/staff leader will personally, assume
financial responsibility for all travel and program-related expenses on behalf of the child(ren).

5) In cases where a program leader requires a logistical arrangement for a dependent or companion

that costs more than the price paid by a student, the program leader is responsible for the cost
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difference (e.g., if paying for a double room instead of a single room in a hotel, the program leader
would pay the difference between the single and the double to accommodate an accompanying
dependent or companion).

6) There are no discounts available to dependents and companions participating in faculty-led
programs. Dependents and companions will be charged the same amount as students.

7) Dependents and companions must abide by the same rules as all other program participants and
adhere to the same itinerary at all times. Dependents and companions are also required to attend
pre-departure orientation meetings.

I[I. ENTITIES AFFECTED

Students, Faculty, and Staff

1. DEFINITIONS

DEPENDENT
A “dependent” is defined as a spouse or partner, and/or child.

COMPANION

A “companion” is defined as another adult accompanying a program leader on an education abroad
program.

IV. RESPONSIBILITIES

Department chair/school director or unit head of faculty or staff member seeking to be accompanied by
dependent or companion on an Education Abroad program: Review and approval.

Assistant Director of Education Abroad, Office of Education Abroad: Review and approval.

Senior International Officer, Center for Global Engagement and International Affairs: Review and approval.

V. TRAINING

Dependents and companions approved to participate an Education Abroad program must attend the
mandatory pre-departure orientation.

RELATED POLICIES
Education Abroad
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