
NKU IRB Human Subjects Research Decision Tree

Is data being obtained 
about a living individu

al?

Will the data be 
identifiable or 

considered private?

Based on your responses, your study meets the 
definition of human subjects research. Please 
submit an application through the Mentor IRB 

system. 

Based on your responses, the project does 
not involve human subjects and therefore 
most likely does not require IRB review. 

Is the activity a 
systematic 

investigation AND is 
the activity designed 

to develop or 
contribute to 
generalizable 
knowledge?

Is data 
being obtained 
about a living
individual?

Will the data be 
obtained 

through intervention 
or interaction?

Does the activity 
involve the use of 
drugs, biologics, 

dietary supplements, 
or devices (including 

in vitro devices)?
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