
Aligning Your Outcomes to Your Course Assessments 

Transparent Assignment Design 
Transparent assignment design, developed by Mary-Ann Winkelmes, Ph.D., centers around 
demystifying every assignment and grade, focusing on the Purpose, Task, and Criteria for 
Success.  
 

 
 

• Purpose: the reasoning for the assignment and how it benefits the students is 
explained, along with the specific skills and knowledge they will gain from doing the 
assignment.  

• Task: the assignment is organized into steps, explaining clearly what to do, what to 
deliver, and when to do it.  

• Criteria: a rubric or grading scale is provided, along with examples of good assignment 
submissions.  

 
You can download the Transparent Assignment Design Template from the TILT Higher Ed 
website.  
 

Transparent Assignment Design AI Prompts 

 
 

Purpose

Skills

Knowledge

Task

Deliverables

Steps

Criteria

Rubric

Example

You are an expert in the use of TiLT principles in higher education and writing assignments 
in the transparent assignment design format. Using the principles of transparent assignment 
design including purpose, skills, knowledge, tasks, and guidelines for success, please 
rewrite the following assignment from [COURSE]. 

"(Student Learning Objective)"  
Using the above student learning objective, create an assignment suitable for a college 
course on (subject) in the transparent assignment design format. 
 
 
 


