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When we set out to make this comic, the creative team quickly discovered that even though we followed 
the news every day, there was a lot we didn’t know, or only kind of knew, about how our government 
works and is set up. We went to our local public library and checked out a pile of books on the subject 
and binge-watched educational programs like PBS’s Crash Course series. We also discovered that most 
towns and cities have websites that explain how their local government is set up, which is a great resource 
for people to check out. 
Throughout the process of putting this comic together, we also consulted with educators and other 
experts in our efforts to make sure the information we conveyed is accurate. With so much material to 
boil down, it’s possible that we still got a few thing wrong, and will amend any errors in future printings. 
There’s also a lot we would have liked to have included — like the role of journalism or how different 
countries and cultures approach democracy. We hope that this is just the start of a conversation.  
One takeaway from making this book is that working collaboratively made this a better comic. Images 
and ideas in Kevin’s cover inspired Dan’s drawings. Nomi’s sketches made their way into James’s layouts, 
which were influenced by Dan’s drawings and so on. Not everyone contributed the same, but everyone 
contributed something important. This process wasn’t always smooth, but we held a common goal and 
that got us to where we needed to go.
Another thing we learned from making this comic is that democracy works best when folks are educated 
and engaged. The following websites are resources that are designed to provide the information citizens 
need to do just that.

RESOURCES 

THE CENTER FOR  
CARTOON STUDIES 
cartoonstudies.org 
A teacher’s guide to this comic book can be 
found at cartoonstudies.org/democracy

BALLOTPEDIA ballotpedia.org 
A digital encyclopedia of American politics 
and elections whose goal “is to inform 
people about politics by providing accurate 
and objective information about politics at 
all levels of government.”

BALLOT READY ballotready.org  
A nonpartisan online voter guide for local, 
state, and national elections.

DRAW OUT THE VOTE  
drawoutthevote.com 
Offers state-by-state information on how to 
register to vote along with other resources 
for getting educated and engaged.

EVERYDAY DEMOCRACY  
everyday-democracy.org 
The creator of the study circles dialogue and 
deliberation process, Everyday Democracy 
offers assistance, training, and a variety 
of tools and techniques to strengthen 
democracy in local communities.

KETTERING FOUNDATION  
kettering.org 
The Kettering Foundation’s core question 
is, “What does it take to make democracy 
work as it should?” Kettering’s research 
is conducted from the perspective of 
citizens and focuses on what people can do 
collectively to address problems affecting 
their lives, communities, and nation.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  
lwv.org 
Encourages informed and active 
participation in government, works to 
increase understanding of major public 
policy issues, and influences public policy 
through education and advocacy.

POPVOX Popvox.com 
A neutral, nonpartisan platform for civic 
engagement and governing.

VOTE411 vote411.org 
A “one-stop-shop” for election related 
information. It also provides nonpartisan 
information with both general and state-
specific information on the election process, 
absentee ballot information, and polling 
place locations.
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 For more information and to download this comic for free,  
visit: cartoonstudies.org/democracy


